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7 HE following Treatiſe on the Juſtification 
of the Baptiſm of Foundling Infants, having 
been refuſed a Place in the Gentleman's _ 
2 


Eine, as not ſuitable, &c. was communicate 
Mr E. Cave, with an Inſtruction, that as it con- 
erned the Author of the Addreſs, &c. he might 
probably take Notice of it in a ſecond Part, &c. 
3 The Author of the Addreſs, being thus in Poſ- 
ion of the Property of a Perſon unknown and 
anonymous, his ſcrupulous Regard to Juſtice has 
b 3 this Publication of what was deſign d 
originally for the Preſs. wy 
Whatever Credit is due, or may be given b 
the Public to this Performance, muſt be at the 
Expence of the Publiſher ; who, under the hard 
Neceſſity of exhibiting an Accuſation againſt 
himſelf, has no other Plea, in Arreſt of Judgment, 
than what the impartial Reader (the common 
Judge of the Accuſed and Accuſer may find in 
the Remarks annexed, by Way of Reply. 1 
gp 
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J, from the Chaos be is about to enter, an 
Light may be 220 75 to relieve the Reader 
Patience, to manifeſt the Sim 1. city and Excel 
lence of an Inſtitution of the Chriſtian Lawgiver 
and to reſtore, from the Confuſion or Wantonneſ 
of Superſtition, what was ordained by the conſum 
mate Wiſdom and Benevolence of the. Son of God, 
for the rational Uſe and Im err of his Dif- 
ciples;---This unprecedented Taſk of cauſing to af 

ear in Print, a heavy Charge and Cenſure * 
himfelf, will then be excus'd and favour'd "Frm 
good Men, as the Succeſs of his Attempt wil, 3 
minate in the great Joy of the Publiſher. J 
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JUSTIFICATION 


On the BAPTIS M of 


'FOUNDLING INFANTS. 


nerous Inſtitution. 
expected to find in a late ſolemn Addreſs to its 


g Tin, 


AM a Lover of Mankind; conſequent- 
; ly of little Children, who are an impor- 
tant Part of the Species, the Hope and 
the Support of the riſing Generation: I 
with well therefore to the Found/ing Hoſpital, 
and look with Pleaſure on every Scheme to 
promote the Uſefulneſs and Extent of that ge- 
Something of this Sort I 


* Honourable Governors and Truſtees, &c. but, 
how greatly diſappointed! to meet with no- 


thing but a long Harangue upon the ſtale Sub- 


ject of Infant Baptiſm ; as if the Author ima- 


2 that the baptizing an Infant, z. e. the ſo- 
emn commending it to God's Bleſſing, and the 
CG”. entering 
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entering under a facred Vow: for its religious 


Education was an Injury and Wrong to it, and 


did the Child a real Harm. 


He enquires---* If the Ground of Infants | 


being received to Baptiſm is the Promiſe of 
{© God to Believers and their Seed by what 
Right are the Foundling Infants thus received, 
ſeeing they cannot be known to be the Seed of 


Believers ? 


The Gentleman ſeems to have not obſerved, 


that tho the Covenant of Circumciſion was made 


with Abraham only and his Seed (Gen. xvii. 7, 
8.) yet not only thoſe born of his Body, but 


| thoſe bought with his Money, or born in his | 


Houſe, (i. e. all for whoſe Education in the 
Knowledge and Worſhip of the one living and 
12 


true Gop he would ſolemnly undertake 


received into the Covenant with him, and had 
its Token affixed to them, Dꝰ. 12, 123. 


In like Manner, the Chriſtian Covenant 


| (which is but the Abrabamic enlarged and ra- 


tified by a new Token) admits as Infants of 
Believers, not only thoſe born of their Body, 
but any whom they 3 and to whom they 
ſolemnly promiſe to diſcharge the Part of a 


Parent by a religious Education. 


That the CovEN ANT which Gop made with 
Abrabam and with his Seed is ſtill ſubſiſting 


and 
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* 


and in full Force, St. Paul ſtrenuouſly aſſerts, 


Gal. iii. 7, 14, 18, 29. THE CoveNANT 
which was before confirmd by Gop---the Law 
which was 4.30 Years after could not diſannul. 


And if ye are Chriſt's (i. e. Believers) hen are 
ye e Seed, Do. xvii. 29. See the ſame 


alſo proved, Rom. iv. 11, 17. Now if the 
Abrahamic Covenant be ſtill in Force, and we 
Chriſtians are Abraham's Seed (the Seed intend- 
ed in that Covenant) then have we-undoubted 
Right to all the Privileges of that Covenant 
which Gop made with Abraham and with his 
Seed. But it was an inconteſtible Grant and Pri- 
vilege of that Covenant that Infants ſhould be. 
taken with their Parents into it. This Privi- 


| lege therefore, which was given to ABRAHAM 


our Father, remains and is juſtly claimed by Us 
his ſpiritual Seed. 


And were it not moſt abſurd and even mon- 
ſtrous to om the contrary ? Did CHRIS 
come into the World to /efſen in any Inſtance 


the Privileges of the Church? To deprive it 


of any valuable Immunities and Grants which 
it anciently poſſeſs d? Yes, if the Gentleman's 
Scheme be true. For whereas Infants, for a- 
bove 2000 Years, had been admitted into the 
Church and Covenant of Gop, together with 
their Parents; and had the Token of his Cove- 


* cc See this clearly proved in Hallett's Notes and Diſcourſes, 
% Vol. iii. p. 267. where is a Defence, or rather Demonſtration 
of Infant Baptiſm, which never has been, and it is preſumed 
never will be anſwered.” RS 


C2 nant 


, HOVAH 


fa] 


nant ſolemnly afixed to them, by which | I- 
promiſed to be their Gop; when; 


CHRIST came, it ſeems, they were caft. cut and 
diſinberited of this Privilege, and were no 
longer to be thus received into Gop's Covenant: 
and Church---Has this the leaſt Appearance, 


of Probability or Truth? Moſt certainly, no- 


So far was our Lord from wry Faye ſuch, 
Severity theſe: ſuffering Innocents, he gave: 


frequent Tokens of his tender Regard to 8 
When ſome were once brought to him, to re- 
ceive his Benediction, he was: very angry, with. 
his Diſciples for endeavouring to hinder it; 
and ſaid, Mar. x. 14. Suffer the little Chil- 


dren to come unto me, and forbid them not, for of 
ſuch is the Kingdom of God. Com 


pare this 
Text with John ui. 5. Except (ms) any one is 
born of Water and of the Spirit he cannot enter 
into the Kingdom of God; and from theſe two 
Paſſages their Right to Baptiſm feems. clearly 
to follow: For the former declares them to 
have a Place in Gop's Kingdom or Church, but 
yet into this Kingdom the latter expreſly ſays, 
none can (regularly) enter but thoſe are bap- 


tized. 


If it be asked: In what poſſible Senſe can an 
Infant be regenerated, or born again of the Spi- 
rit? The Anſwer is extremely obvious. I. If 
the Infant lives, it 1s both capable and ſtands 
in Need of the moral Influences of the Spirit, 
to enlighten, exalt, and purify its Soul ; which 
the Scripture often ſpeaks of under the We 

0 


| [ 13. * 
of Regeneration. And, 2. If it dies, it is both 
capable and ſtands. in Need of a Reſirrection 


from the Dead to a State of future Bliſs: And, 


this alſo, in Scripture Language, is a Regene- 
ration. or being born. again. Vid. Rom. 1. 4. 
Luke xx. 36. Matt. xix. 28. Ads xiii. 33, 
Now of Gop's Readineſs to give hit Spirit to 
2 theſe kind Offices to our ſuffering and 


eeble Infants, the baptiſmal Water. is the 2 


pointed Token : A Token, that as they ſuffer 


and die through Adam, ſo they ſhall be bleſſed, 
and raiſed: again. by Jeſus Chrift, 


But the Examples of Scripture Baptiſm are 
all on the Gentleman's Side. This, indeed, is 
often and very confidently ſaid; but abſolutely 
without Ground, and is a palpable Miſtake : 
There being not in the whole Scripture a ſin- 
gle Inſtance of the Baptiſm for which he 
pleads, viz. That wy 6 who are born of Chriſ- 
tian Parents are to be ſuffer d to become adult 
before they are baptized. 


This, it is to be obſerved carefully, is the 
Point in Queſtion betwixt us. As for the 
Baptiſm of adult Proſelytes, or Converts to 
Chriſtianity, this we are all agreed is not to be 
adminiſtred till they perſonally profeſs Faith. 
The Scripture Inſtances therefore, of ſuch Pro- 
ſelytes baptized upon ſuch Profeſſion, are of no 
Pertinence nor Weight at all in the Contro- 
verſy before us; becauſe theſe are exactly con- 
ſonant to our Practice and Profeſſion. The 

only 


I 
| 
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only Point in debate is---What is to be done 


with the Infants of theſe Proſelytes---Are they 
to be baptized with their Parents? Or, to be 
let alone till they become adult, and then be 
baptized upon their perſonal Profeffion ?--- 
This latter, the Gentleman ſays ; but has not in 
the whole Scripture one Inſtance of ſuch Prac- 
tice, nor the leaſt Shadow or Appearance of it. 
The Flouriſh therefore about Scripture Iaſtan- 
ces, Precedents, Examples, is all SounD, and no- 
thing elſe: Whereas, the Inſtance of Lydia 
{trongly favours our Practice, whoſe Faith alone 
is mentioned, and immediately it is added her 
Houſhold was baptized, Acts xiv. 14, I5. 


As this Gentleman has once and again ſhewn 
an extreme Fondneſs of diſplaying himſelf 
on this Controverſy ; and has given, what he 


deſires the Publick to take as a Specimen of 


his Ability; it would, I humbly apprehend, 


have incomparably more ſerved his Cauſe, and 
have ſhewn his Ability in a far ſuperior Light, 
to have anſwered, in a ſolid Manner, HALLET's 
excellent Diſcourſe on Baptiſm; than to ad- 
dreſs the Hoſpital Governors with Things an 
hundred Times before ſaid, (and ſaid, I believe, 
his beſt Friends being Judges, with full as 
much Strength) and which have as often been 
_ anſwered. 


If he defires to give a farther Specimen, 
let him be prevailed with to enter thoroughly 
into the Argument ſet forth in the juſt men- 
| tioned 
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tioned Diſcourſe.---Let him prove. that the 


Abrabamic Covenant is not ſtill in Force: Or, 
if it be; let him ſhew, that the Admiſſion of 
Infants, together with their Parents, was not 
an expreſs Grant or Privilege of that Cove- 
nant : Or, if it was; let him prove this Grant 
to be now aboliſh'd, and diſtinctly point us out 
when and where 1t was reverſed. 


Let him ſay---Whether, as Infants ſuffer and 
die in ADAM, it is not a Part, a valuable and 
important Part of the Covenant of Gop that 
they ſhall be bleſſed and raiſed by Chriſt? And 
whether it be not a rational and kind Inſtitu- 
tion that ſome Token of this Covenant ſhould 
be applied to Believer's Infants, as a ſtanding 
Monument or Pledge of this Favour of Hea- 
ven to them. 


Finally, let him ſay---Whether the Infants 
of Believers, before the coming of Chr:/?, were 
not viſibly and expreſly in Covenant with God 
e the Token of the Covenant, that 
Jenovan was their God, was not actually given 
them Whether this was not a great and in- 


valuable Privilege, and, whether CHRISH came 


to abridge and to ſet afide this Privilege of 
Gop's People? In other Words---Whether 
the Chriſtian Diſpenſation be in this reſpect, at 
leaſt, more auſtere, and more cruel than the 
Moſaic; and looks with a ſeverer Aſpect upon 


the Infants of . Men, than the Jewiſh of 


old did? Was he a Gop of the Jewiſh Infants 
N only, 


— — — — — — — 


[6]. 
only; is he not, in lite Manner, a Gop of Chriſ- 
tian Infants alſo? Yes, without "doubt, of 
Chriſtian” Infants ao. | | 


A clear Anſwer to theſe Enquiries, I have 
never yet ſeen: If the Gentleman' ſhall vouch- 
ſafe, it will be a Specimen of his Abilities, 
vaſtly ſuperior to any he has yet given. 


E. 


Jam, 81 R, | &c. 
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REMARKS. 


PARAGRAPH I. 
8 8 I R, 
6 Am a Lover of Mankind, conſequent- 
y of little Children, who are an im- 


* portant Part of the Species, the Hope 
* and Support of the riſing Generation. 
« I with well, therefore, to the FounDLING 
* HoseiTAL, and look with Pleaſure upon 
every Scheme to promote the Uſefulneſs and 
* Extent of that generous Inſtitution. 
Something of this Sort I expected to find 
in a late ſolemn Addreſs to its honourable 
“ Governors, Truſtees, Cc. but how greatly 


1 diſappointed to meet with nothing but a long 


e Harangue upon the ſtale Subject of Infant- 
* Baptiſm.” _ 


RE MAR R I. 


2 Iſappointed to meet with nothing but, 
« /c.“ If this Writer has read through 
the Addreſs, Sc. which he preſumes thus pub- 
lickly to cenſure, He has, in p. 17, 18, &c. met 
with the Author's Enumeration of five Particulars, 

| © bb contain- 


N 
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containing the right Uſe and important Benefits, 
that will evermore accrue to every Believer, who 
uſeth the Right and Inſtitution of our Lord's Bap- 
tiſm with a ſound Judgment, and an honeſt Diſ- 
poſition. But of theſe moral Qualifications, Du- 
tigs, and Benefits, no Infant ever was, or, can be ca- 
pable. Theſe the Author has himſelf colle&ed from 
the Inſtructions and Monuments, relative to this 
Evangelical Inſtitution, which he has found in the 
New Teſtament itſelf ; the full and particular Ac- 
count of which He remembers not to have heard 
or ſeen from the Mouths or Writings of uninſpi- 


ing which, he has engaged to the Public his; ſo- 
lemn Aſſurance, viz. That the leaft Public Inti- 
mation of the Pleafure of the Worthy Truftees 
and Governors of the FounpLinG HoserTaL, 
ſhall engage him in the important, but long neg-, 
lected Taſk of collecting and exhibiting from the 
ſacred Records of the Word of God, the ſeveral 
Scripture Authorities and Examples, which illuſ- 
trate and prove the gracious Intention, and im- 
portant Uſe and Benefits of this Rite and Duty 


of revealed Religion. And this, on a fair Scru- 


tiny, may be found to have been for many Ages 
but little underſtood, and lefs regarded. > 


RE MARK II. 5 
ee A long Harangue on the ſtale Subject of 


de Infant-Baptiſm, c.“ The Author ſubmits to 
the Diſcovery and better Penetration of Criticks, 


whether he left the Subject of Infant-Baptiſm 


leſs Stale, or more Important, than his Anſwerer 
found it. But if in the popular Uſe and Signifi- 
cation of an Harangue (which has not been ſpo- 
ken but from the Mouth of a Printing-Preſs) 


this Anſwerer would have the Addreſs, &c. to 


pats 


red Men, whether living or Dead: But concern- | 


N. Tt vy 


ct of 
nits to 
iticks, 


aptiſm 


the Author's Knowledge or I 


dive Aſſertion. 
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paſs with thoſe who have not ſeen it, for a looſe 
Compoſition, framed to captivate the Paſſions, ra- 

er than to inform and convince the Underſtand- 
ing. The Author appeals from the Prejudice of 
this Inſinuation, to the Obſervation and 
rience of all his Readers, g 


PARAGRAPH IL 


« As if the Author imagined that the bap- 
be tizing an Infant, 7, e. The ſolemn com- 
** mending it to God's Bleſſing, and the en- 
* tering under a ſacred Vow for its religious 
Education, was an Injury and Wrong to 


* it, and did the Child a real Harm, 


by 


RE ARK IN. 


« The folemn commending of an Infant 4 


* God's Bleſſing, and the entring under a fac 


* Vow for its religious Education,” (whether by 
Parents, Godfathers, or Godmothers) is a De- 
ſcription, Supplement, and Uſe of Infant-Bap- 
tiſm, and of a ſuppoſed Rite of the Chriſtian Rer 
ligion, which none, who have confidently aftirny- 


ormation reach- 
eth.) He is therefore free to declare, that ſince he 
firſt began to conſider and ſcruple the Fact itſelf, 


cd, have ever yet attempted en (ſo far as 


to this preſent Hour, he has never been able of 


himſelf, or by the better Information and Aſſiſt- 


ance of any other Perſon, to find one Ray of Evi- 


dence (in the Book of God, or in the Writings 
of Men) to enlighten and convince his Under- 
ſtanding of the Truth or Probability of this poſi- 


D 2 Rev 
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RE MAR K IV. 


(v The Injury, Wrong, and real Harm done to 
« a Child”) by the Impoſition and Uſage of In- 
fant-Baptifm in a Ia Ne nt Church, is, in the Au- 
thor's Apprehenſion, neither more nor leſs than 
what would have accru'd to it from the additional 
Application of Salt, Spittle, and the Sign of the 
Croſs; according to the Rites and Uſage of the 
Church of Rome. But then, 

This arbitrary Practice of Infant-Baptiſm muſt 
needs become dangerous and hurtful to the Per- 
ſons on whom it has been impoſed, whenever they 
ſuffer jt to ſupercede and prevent their preſcribed 
Duty, in conſecrating themſelves tq the worthy 
Profeſſion and Practice of Chriſtianity, in the 
Way which Chriſt himſelf has preſcribed, and in 
conſequence of their own deliberate Senſe, both 
of their Duty and Intereſt. Inaſmuch as it here- 
by deprives and robs them of the moſt promiſin 
and beſt Means, which the Wiſdom and Grace 
of our bleſſed Saviour has provided to fix deeper 
in the Minds of his Diſciples the ſeveral Princi- 
ples of his Goſpel; and to render them more 


active and fruitful in our following Tempers and 


Lives. 
And whereas, to an Infant (before he has done 
any thing that can be called Good or Evil) this 
Rite and Inſtitution of Jeſus Chriſt cannot poſſi- 
bly be made the Baptiſm of Repentance, each 
adult Believer who contents himſelf with this de- 
luſtve and unprofitable Ceremony, exchudes him- 
ſelf hereby from the joyful Pledge and Affurance 
of the Forgiveneſs of all his preceding Follies and 
Crimes given, in the Word of God, expreſsly to 


every Believer, whenever he ſhall conſult his Duty 


and Intereſt by receiving the true Chriſtian Bay- 
; | tiſm, 


> 
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tiſm, with his penitent and worthy Diſpoſition. 
(See more to this Effeft in the Humble and Free Ad- 
dreſs, &c. p. 17---22.) 

As Chriſtians we are forbid expreſsly to call 
any Man Maſter upon Earth, for one is our Maſ- 
ter, even Chriſt, Matt. xxiti. 10. And both the 
Duty and Benefit of this great and happy Relation, 
require us to reject every thing as the Impoſition 
and Traditions of Men, which, upon our reaſon- 
able and fair Enquiry, appears not to our Minds 
to be the revealed Doctrine and Commandments 
of God. 

As proteſtant Chriſtians, we believe and declare 
the Perfection and Sufficiency of the New Teſta- 
ment of Jeſus Chrift, and every Man, with his 
own beſt Judgment and Ability, muſt ground his 
Faith, and conform his perſonal Worſhip and Obe- 
dience to this only Authoritative and Scripture 
Rule, before he can acquire the juſt Character and 
Satisfaction of walking in all the Ordinances and 
Commands of his Lord, blameleſs. | 

It is the 3 and ſhould be the Joy of 
every upright Mind, that the very Nature of all 
Religion, and the governing Perfections of its all- 
glorious Object, will in no Caſe ſuffer the De- 
mands of any Man's Duty, to go beyond the Ca- 
pacity and Means which have been afforded him, 
in order to underſtand and practiſe it. 

For this Cauſe, Saul (though a Blaſphemer and 
Injurious, and whoſe Mind had been ſtained with 
the barbarous Guilt of Perſecution) obtained Mer- 
cy, becauſe (ſays he) 7 did it ignorantly in Un- 


belief. 1 Tim. 1. 13. 


God forbid that the Author of the Addreſs, 
&c. ſhould ever want, or violate that Charit 
which is the Cardinal Virtue both of natural and 
zevealed Religion, and declar'd expreſsly by the 

| | Apoſtle, 


xs — ds A ww 


I 22] 
Apoſtle” Paul, to be greater than Falth or Hope, 


1 Cor. xiii. 13. 
As Zeal without Underſtanding is ſo far in 
at Danger to ptopagate a falſe and corrupt Re- 
— ſo Zeal without Charity ſtrikes at the very 
Root and happy End of all true Religion. 
Nothing is more evident to the Author's Con- 
viction, than that equally good and acceptable 


Chriſtians may, and often do think, that they fee 


Reaſon to difter from each other. And, no doubt, 
jt equally becomes ys on all Sides, to be zealouſly 
affected to what we apprehend a good Cauſe.----- . 
And when Chriſtians of each Denomination, com- 
e and examine the Grounds of their reſpective 

1 and Profeſſions with their beſt Judg- 
ment, and a charitable Temper, what can be more 
promiſing or neceſſary to bring our Convictions 
and Profeſſion to a nearer Conformity to the whole 
Truth, as it is in Jeſus ? 
| But whoever does knowingly or raſhly adulte- 
{ue this compleat and ſtanding Revelation _ the 

il of God to Mankind, becomes hereby c 
able with a deſigned or formal Invaſion of the _ 
Prerogative 3 Juriſdiction of the Son of God, 
and of converting his moſt excellent and ſalutary 
Religion into a blind, endleſs, and hurtful Super- 
ſtition; againſt which the Holy Ghoſt has provi- 
ded and denounced that moſt awful Charge, with 

hich the Apoſtle Jobn ſo pertinently concludes 
8 Holy Bible, viz.------ 

For I teſtify to every man who heareth the W. REA 


of the Prophecy of this Book, if any Man fhall add 


unto theſe Thin gs, God ſhall add unto him the Plagues 
that are written in this Book. And if any Man ſhall 
take. away from the Words of the Book of this Pro- 
Phecy, God hat take gray his Part out of the Book 
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of Life, Rev. xxii. 18, 20. See the Addreſs, P. 6. 
7, 8. 


PARAGRAPH III. 


e He enquires, if the Ground of Infints, 
te being received into Baptiſm, is the Pro- 
« miſe of God to Believers and their Seed, 
e by what Right are the Foundling-Infants 
t thus received; ſeeing they cannot be known, 
tt to be the Seed of Believers?” $ 
« The Gentleman ſeems to have not obſer- 
* ved, that tho the Covenant of Circumci- 
« fion was made with Abrabam only and his 
& Seed, (Gen. xvii. 7, 8.) yet not only thoſe 
* born of his Body, but thoſe bought with 
4 his Money, or born in his Houſe (i. e. All 
« for whoſe Education, in the Knowledge and 
© Worthip of the one living and true God, 
© he would ſolemnly undertake) were recei- 
e ved into the Covenant with him, and had 
fits Token afhxed to them. (D. xii. 13.) 


REMARK V. 


The Inquiry put into the Author's Mouth, by 
this Anſwerer, happening to be his own Miſtake, 
and never made by the Author, the double Quo- 
tation brought from the Book of Genęſis, to ſupport 
and anſwer this Inquiry, muſt needs be impertinent. 
So far was the Author from not obſerving the 
equal Right of a Foundling-Infant bought, or 
maintained with the Money, or born in the Houſe 
of a Believer, with the Right of his proper In- 
fant-Seed, that his Addreſs avowedly diſproves 
Mr, White's Poſition to the. contrary ; even * 

| of 
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the two Offices ſor adminiſtring public and private 
Baptiſm to Infants, according to the Authority. 
and Uſage of the Church of England. See Hum- 

ble Addreſs, &c. p. 3, 4. 8 
Nay, the ſecond Propoſition and Argument 
therein recommended to he Scrutiny of the Wor- 
thy Truſtees and Managers of the FounpiixG' 
HoseiTAL, is laid dowu in theſe very Words, 
Viz. © That the Infant-Children of believing or 
<* unbelieving Parents, are manifeſtly and equally |} « 
* incapable, as well of the perſonal Qualifications, |} ., 
* which are previouſly demanded, as of the con- 
« ſequent Benefits which are poſitively annexed 
in the Word of God, to the reaſonable and pro- 
“ fitable Diſcharge of this Chriſtian Duty.” 2 By 
And yet, in this his Compariſon, and Proof of | © 
two Non-entities, how difficult is the Anſwerer 


to ſuſpect his poor Gentleman to have obſerved 
their Equality? See Adareſs, p. 17. | = IT 


bend hd * A 


cc 


RE M ARK VI. | cc 


(e All for whoſe Education in the Knowledge 
c and Worſhip of the one living and true God, he 
« (Abraham) would ſolemnly undertake, were re- 
<« ceived into the Covenant with him, and had its 
« Token affixed to them.“ —— ws 
Thus ſaid the Lord, (and paſſed his Word for his | < 
Servant Abraham) Gen. xviii. 19. For I know bim, 
that he will command his Children, and Houſbold af- |} « 
ter him, and they ſhall keep the Way of the Lord, to |} 4 
do Fuſtice and Judgment. 


7 cc 


But his Children, Houſhold, and Poſterity, for | 
whoſe Education, in the Knowledge, &c. the 
righteous Patriarch thus ſolemnly undertook and | © 
provided, being compoſed of both Males and Fe- 
males, the Author avows his Non-obſervance of 


the | 


the Hiſtory 
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the Fact itſelf, or the manner in which this Token 
of the Covenant of Circumciſion 1s reported, in 


of Moſes, to have been affixed to the 
Females aforeſaid, who were born of Abraham's 
Body, or at any Time incorporated in his Family. 


PARAGRAPH IV. 


© In like Manner the Chriſtian Covenant 
* (which is but the Abrahamic enlarged and 
© ratified by a new Token) admits as Infants 
* of Believers, not only thoſe born of their 
*© Bodies, but any whom they adopt, and to 
« whom they ſolemnly promiſe to diſcharge 
« the Part of a Parent by a religious Edu- 
« cation. 

That the Covenant which God made 
&« with Abraham, and with his Seed, is till 
<«« ſubſiſting, and in full Force, St. Paul ſtrenu- 


1 © ouſly aſſerts, * (Gal. iii. 7, 14, 18, 29.) 


The Covenant which was before confirmed 
* by God, the Law, which was 430 Years af- 
* ter, could not diſannul. And if ye are Chriſt's 


1 © (7. e. Believers) then are ye Abraham's Seed, 


*« (D® 17, 29.) See the ſame alſo proved, 
* Rom. iv. 11, 17. Now if the Abrahamic 
Covenant be ſtill in force, and we Chriftrans 
are Abraham's Seed (the Seed intended in 
that Covenant) then have we undoubted 


14 Right to all the Privileges of that Covenant 


* See this clearly proved in Hallett's Notes and Diſcourſes, 
* Vol. iii. p. 267. where is a Defence, or rather Demonſtration 
of Infant Baptiſm, which never has been, and it is preſumed 
never will be anſwered.” 


E « which 
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« which God made with Abraham, and with 
* his Seed. 

« But it was an inconteſtible Grant and Pri- 
ce yilege of that Covenant, that Infants ſhould 
« be taken, with their Parents, into it. This 
Privilege, therefore, which was given to 


* Abraham our Father, remains, and is juſtly ' 


&« claimed by us, his ſpiritual Seed. - 
RE MAR EK VII. 


In like Manner, Sc.) In the Covenant which 
Jehovah made with Abraham, the Things promiſed 
on W Part were, 

. That he would bleſs Abraham, and make of | 
Lim a great Nation, Gen. xii. 2. and cauſe his Seed | 
to be as the Duſt of the Earth, (De xni. 16.) and as 
the Stars, which no Man can number, Do xv. g. 
And I, ſaid the Lord, will make thee exceeding fruit- 
ful, and I will make Nations of thee, and Kings foalt | 
rome out of thee, Do xvil. 1, 5, 

2. The Promiſe and repeated Grant of the 
Land of Canaan to Abraham and his Seed, was 
another Branch and Privilege of the Abrabamic | 
Covenant. Gen. xii. 7. Gen. xiii. 14, 15, 17. Gen. | 
XV. 18, 21. Gen. xvii. 8. 


* ; I 


The laſt, and unſpeakably the greateſt and 


beſt Promiſe expreſſed in the Covenant which 
God made with Abraham, was, That in the Seed of | 
faithful Abraham, even all the Nations and Fami- 


lies of the Earth ſhall be bleſſed, Gen. xii. 3. Gen. 


XX11: 18. 

Of theſe three Grants and Privileges; made and} 
ſtipulated in the Abrahamic Covenant (which this 
Anſwerer would make St. Paul aſſert ſo ſtrenu- 
ouſly to be ſtill ſubſiſting in * Force) the wy 
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with | firſt have been for many Centuries ſuperceded, and 
were never intended or poſſible to us Chriſtians. 
Pri- And, concerning the third Promiſe in the Abra- ' 
10uld 3 hamic Covenant, viz. That in thy Seed all the Na- 
This Lions of the Earth ſhall be bleſſed, nothing can be 
en to {| more diſtinct or intelligible, than the Explanation 
juſtl given by St. Paul, viz. That this Seed is not ma- 
3 ny, but one, even Chriſt, Gal. iii. 16. That the 
Promiſe of Chriſt's lineal Deſcent, or coming in the 
' 3 Fleſh, pertained to the Jews, and was confined to 
the natural Seed and Poſterity of Abraham, Rom. 
which ix. 5. Whereas the following Bleſſing itſelf is 
xmiſeq 4 Promiſed and given to all Men, and of every Na- 
tion who have been, or ſhall become the ſpiritual 
ate of Seed of Abraham, Gal. iii. 9. And the Children 
is Seed of God, by Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, but of which 
and as Faith no Infant ever was, or can be capable, Gal. 
XV. 5. iii. 26, 29. 
7 12 7 N. B. The Confuſion and poſitive Aſſertions of 
g5 ſoa this Anſwerer, in plain Contradiction to Scrip- 
1 ture, Facts, and Hiſtory, confirms the Au- 
of nes thor's Judgment, That the true and clear State 


* of this Queſtion is given in the humble Ad- 
1. Ger. | dreſs, p. 9, 10. 

"I PARAGRAPH V. 

which «© And were it not moſt abſurd, and even 


Seed of e monſtrous to ſuppoſe the contrary? Did 
Fami- « Chrift come into the World to leſſen, in any 
Sen. « Inſtance, the Privileges of the Church ? To 
1 1 © deprive it of any valuable Immunities and 
ch this © Grants which it antiently poſſeſſed? Yes, if 
ſtrenu- © the Gentleman's Scheme be true. For, 
he two! © whereas Infants, for about 2000 Years, had 

firſt © been admitted into the Church and ee 
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te of God, together with their Parents, and 
* had the Token of his Covenant ſolemnly 
< affixed to them, by which Jehovah promiſed 


te to be their God; when Chriſt came, it 
ce ſeems, they were caſt out, and diſinherited 


La) 


« of this Privilege; and were no longer to be 


« thus received into God's Covenant and 
Church. Has this the leaſt Appearance of 
Probability or Truth? Moſt certainly, No. 


RE MAR K VIII. 


In Hallett's Notes and Diſcourſes, where (if you 
can believe the Anſwerer) there is a Defence, or ra- 
ther Demonſtration of Infant Baptiſm; which ne- 
ver has been, and (in his Preſumption) never will 
be anſwered. The Author of the Addreſs, Sc. 
remembers to have read of the Abrahamic Church, 
introduced with no leſs Heſitation and Currency 


than as a vulgar Author may be ſuppoſed to treat 
of Neab's Flood. 


But tho' the Author of the Addreſs, &c. avows 
the Bible for his moſt frequent and ſerious Study, 
he has never yet found the leaſt Trace or Appear- 
ance of ſuch a Church, in the Hiſtory and ſacred 
Writings of Moſes, ſo as to diſtinguiſh it from the 
ſucceſſive Worſhip and Sacrifices offered to the 
fame Fehovah by all the uncircumciſed Sons of 


God, from righteous Abel, down to this faithful 


Patriarch of the Jews. 
Ihe Readers of Hallett's Diſcourſe on Infant 


Baptiſm, are not inſenſible of the Uſe and Advan- | 


tage he labours to make of this arbitrary Diſtinc- 
tion, in Favour of his Hypotheſis. 

But if, in the Holy Bible itſelf, any Alteration 
nad been made or allowed in the Worſhip and 
Church of Abraham, by and after the ie 
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of Circumciſion, or any Difference had been re- 
corded between the Church of Abraham and of 
Lot, his uncircumciſed Kinſman, or of Melchi/idec 
the Prieſt of the Moſt High God, is it not moſt 
abſurd, and even monſtrous to ſuppoſe (if we may uſe 
the amazing Stile of our Anſwerer) that this ſame 


1 Alteration and Difference ſhould have eſcaped the 


Penetration, and remain'd unnoticed by a Scrip- 
ture Critic, ſo induſtrious and learned as was the 
late Mr. Hallett ? To talk of the Grants, Immu- 
nities, and Privileges of the Abrahamic Church, 
muſt needs be premature and impertinent, before 
any Man has ſeen or produced its Charter. 

But, that Children were ever received into the 
Church of God, by the Token of Circumciſion, is 
diſproved by Fact, and cannot be defended by Ar- 
Foraſmuch as the Worſhip and Privi- 
lege of God's Church did equally belong, and was 
uſed by Abraham's Female Poſterity, and all the 
uncircumciſed Male Fews, born in the Wilderneſs, 


I were inveſted with the Privilege, and continued to 


uſe the preſcribed Worſhip of God's Tabernacle 
for the Space of forty Years, by the Direction, 


and under the immediate Conduct of Maſes, Joſ. 
V. * /* 


RgagmanrK IX. 


( ++ Has this the leaſt Appearance of Probabi- 


% lity or Truth? Moſt certainly, No.“) The An- 


{werer may have taken this Freedom from a Rule 


in Lilly, which ſays, Iuterrogativum & ejus Reddi- 
livum ejuſdem Caſus & temporis erunt. 
thor is cut ſhort in his Reply to this Selt-anſwerer, 
by a moral Caution from the ſame ſagacious Gram- 
q marian, viz. Yerba accuſandi Gtnitivum regunt. 
Anglice, Strife begets Strife. 


But the Au- 
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ſwerer, you fee the wiſeſt and beſt-temper'd Per- 


[ 301 
PARAGRAPH VL. 


« So far was our Lord from treating wit 
© {uch Severity, theſe ſuffering Innocents, that. 
© he gave frequent Tokens of his tender Re- C 
* gard to them; when ſome were once brought - 
© to him, to receive his Benediction, he was 
every angry with his Diſciples for endeavour-J}, 
<« ing to hinder it, and ſaid, Mat. x. 14. Sufferfe: 
&« little Children to come unto me, and forbidlfe 
* them not, for of ſuch is the Kingdom of God.] u 
« Compare this Text with John iii. 5. Ex-l# 
© cept ( any one is born of Water, and of 3 
&« the Spirit, he cannot enter into the Kingdo; : 
* of God, And from theſe two Paſſages the! C 
© Right to Baptiſm ſeems clearly to follow za 
«© for the former declares them to have a Place 
© in God's Kingdom or Church; but into thigk 
e Kingdom the latter expreſly ſays, none can“ 
© (regularly) enter, but thoſe who are bapJ" 


1 
w 


« ized.” 


Cl 
REWARLK IF 6 


(< He was very Angry with his Diſciples, 


« &c.”) In the Picture exhibited by this An- 


N 
| 


fon that ever lived, in a great Paſſion; and yet the 
whole Charge of this his great Wrath has no © 
other Foundation, than what may be collected from 3 
this mild and innocent Requeſt, Suffer little Cbil- | 
uren to come unto me, and forbid them not. 


REMARKS AL 


( From theſe two Paſſages their (Infants), 
* Right to Baptiſm ſeems clearly to fellow.” 
| | This! 


© 
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This ſeeming Clearneſs muſt needs be obſcured 


* 


when once it is conſidered: | 


g wit 1. That the little Children ſpoken of in Mark 
its, that x. 14. were not invited, nor did they come to 


Chriſt in order to be baptiſed : For Jeſus himſelf 
baptiſed not, ſays the ſacred and inſpired Hiſtorian, 
John iv. 2. 

2. Of a little Child, whom Jeſus called unto 
im, and ſet in the midſt of his Diſciples, it is ſaid 
expreſly, by our Lord himſelf, Vyhoſoever ſhall of- 
forbidſ fend one of theſe little ones, who believe in me, it 
of God. ſ were better for him that a Millftone was hanged about 
Ex. bis Neck, &c. Mat. xviii. 2, 6. 
| and of The Anſwerer himſelf ſuppoſes the little Chil- 
dren, Mark x. 14. capable of being Members, and 
to hold a Place in that Kingdom and Church of 
God, which Chriſt had already brought and ſet up 
follow; among the Jews, Mat. xii. 28. Luke x. 11. | 
-A Place But if the viſible Church of Chriſt be the viſible 
into thiꝗ Kingdom and Church of God, „This is a Con- 
zone can“ gregation of faithful Men, in which, or to 
Ire bap- ], whom the pure Word of God is preached, and 

the Sacraments duly adminiſtred, according to 

« Chris Ordinance, in all thoſe Things that of 
LNeceſſity are requiſite to the ſame,” (See Ar- 
Diſciples, icle xix, of the Church of England,) then the In- 
this An. Fants intended by the Anſwerer, and whoſe Right 
er'd Per- he avowedly pleads, never have been received into 
d yet the this Kingdom and Church of God, nor can they 
has nalenter or be made Partakers of its Privileges, be- 
ted from fore their actual Faith in the Authority and Juriſ- 
4+} Cbil-diction of the Head of the Chriſtian Church, and 

heir Capacity to love, honour, and obey him, 


ter Re- 
brought 
he Was 
eavour 


. Suffe 


K:ngdo! 
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B. Mr. Whiſton, in the Memoirs of his Life, 
Vol. I. p. 368, ſays, By Infants and little 


(Infants)3 Children, the Conſtitutions and other ancient 


* 55 


_ * Writings mean only ſuch, with relation to 
4 


«© Baptiſm, 


©. 


1321 
« Baptiſm, as were catechized before Baptiſm, 
< their whole Current implies; the Diſcovery 
« of which Secret, made me a Baptiſt twenty- 
fix Years ago.” And, in Conformity to the 
Stile of the Goſpel, and of what are called the 
apoſtolic Conſtitutions, all Minors, under the 
Age of One and Twenty Years, are known and 


ſtiled Infants in the preſent Laws of Grrat- Britain. 


PARAGRAPH VI. 


ct If it be asked, In what poſſible Senſe can 
ce an Infant be regenerated, or born again of 
* the Spirit? The Anſwer is extremely obvi- 
cc us. I. If the Infant lives, it is both ca- 
e pable, and ſtands in need of the ſanctifying 
Influences of the Spirit, to enlighten, exalt, 
* and purify its Soul, which the Scripture 
c often ſpeaks of, under the Title of Regene- 
ce ration, And, 2. If it dies, it is both capa- 
ble, and ſtands in need of a Reſurrection 
©« from the Dead, to a State of future Bliſs ; 
« and this alſo, in Scripture Language, is a 
Regeneration, or being born again, Vid. 
C Rom. i. 4. Luke xx. 36. Matt. xix. 28. 
« Acts xili. 33. 


REMARK XII. 


In this Paragraph it is, indeed, extremely obvious 
that the Anſwerer has given the Coup de Grace to 
his languiſhing Cauſe. For, ſays he, if the In- 
« fant lives, (i. e. long enough) it is (i. e. it will 
be) capable, and ſtand in need of the ſanctifying 
Influences of the Spirit to, &c.” 


Whereas 1 
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Whereas the Sentence of the Chriſtian Law-: 


ptiſm, iver, in John iii. 5. is mptory, ' Verily, Ve- 
ater? þ = T ſay 1 thee, e any one be born of 
ent | Water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the, 
bo. * Kingdom of God, i. e. he cannot be inveſted regu- 
er che larly, and according to the true Intent and Pre- 
ah J ſcription of the Goſpel, with the Character and 
s oy Privileges of a Chriſtian, before he poſſeſſeth theſe 
. two Scripture Qualifications. Therefore, every 
Infant muſt be reaſonably convinced and ſatisfied 
of the Truth and Authority of the New Teſta- 
c ment, by the excellent Inſtructions, and well- 
can atteſted Miracles, with which the Spirit of God 
an of has abundantly proved the Faith, and ſupported 
obvi- the Hope of each intelligent Chriſtian ; and, more- 
h ca- over, he muſt ſubmit himſelf voluntarily and joy- 
ifying fully to be baptized in Water, in Token of this 
exalt, his profeſſed Faith in the Burial and Reſurrection 
ipture of Jeſus Chriſt, and of his avowed Duty and Re- 
gene- ſolution, as his profeſſed Diſciple, to die unto Sin, 
2 and to walk in Newneſs of Life, Rom. vi. 4, 5. 
Sapa before he can enter into that Kingdom and Church 
ection | of God, which is eſtabliſhed and ſet up by his Son 
Bliſs; Jeſus Chriſt among Men; but who ſees not, that 
z 15 2 before this can be poſſible, or done, every Infant 
Vid. mut become adult, and made a Believer. See 
c. 28. Humble Addreſs, &c. p. 47, 48, 
| RE MARK XIII. 
„ If it (i. e. the Infant) dies, it is both capable, 
a * and ſtands in need of a Reſurrection from the 
io, e Dead, to a State of future Bliſs; and this alſo, 
race to e in Scripture Language, is a Regeneration, or 
he In- 4 being born again.“ The firſt Text brought by 
it will the Anſwerer, in Proof of what he calls extreme- 
ifying F 4 obvious, is Rom. i. 4. And declared (n. b. not 
i made) the Son of God cpiib Power, (all Power be- 
hereas þ | | F ing. 
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ing given to our riſen and glorified Redeemer, in 
Heaven and Earth, Matt. xxviii. 18.) according to 
(the Prediction of) the Spirit of Holineſs, (made and 
promiſed afore by the Prophets, Rom. i. 2. and 
confirmed) by the Reſurrection of (Chriſt from) the 
Dead. 

The Spirit of Holineſs, and the Reſurrection of 
the Dead, are indeed both expreſſed in this Text; 
but of the Death and Reſurrection of an Infant, 
this Text is totally ſilent, and ſerves the Anſwerer's 
Purpoſe, as it would the Author's, if, in order to 
prove that Regeneration and caſting out Devils 
were ſynonimous in Scripture Language, he ſhould 


quote the very Words of Chrift himſelf in Matt. 


X11. 28, where he tells the Jews, that be caft out 
Devils by the Spirit of God. The next Text, brought 
in ſupport of the ſame Poſition, is Luke xx. 36. 
Neither can they die any more, for they are equal to the 
Children of God, being the Children of the Reſurrec- 
tion. How this either affirms or proves, that a 
baptized Infant, dying in Infancy, will be more or 
leſs ſecure of a future Reſurrection and Immor- 
tality, than if the ſame Infant had died unbaptized, 
may ſeem extremely obvious to this. Lover of Man- 
« kind, and conſequently of little Children.” 
which, the Author of the Addreſs, &c. confeſſeth 
himſelf ſtark Blind. 


The next Text referr'd to, is Matt. xix. 28. 


Ard Jeſus ſaid unto them, Verily, I ſay unto you, that 
ye which have followed me in the Regeneration, when 


the Sen of Man hall fit in the Throne of his Glory, 
ye alſo ſhall fit upon twelve T brones, judging the twelve | 


Tribes of Iſrael. 


Here, indeed, we have, for the firſt Time, the | 
Term itſelt, viz. Regeneration; and the important 


Senſe which it bears in this Place, may, it is hoped, 


be collected with Truth and Satisfaction from what 
+ | When | 


follows. 
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Whin the Fullneſs of Time was come, God ſent forth 
his Son, made of a Woman, made under the Law, 
Gal. iv. 4. Accordingly, when be was eight Days 
ald, the Child Jeſus was circumciſed, Luke ii. 21. 
And bis Parents performed all Things, concerning him, 
according to the Law of the Lord. And the Child 


aud the Grace of God was upon him. Now his Pa- 
rents went to Jeruſalem every Year, at the Feaſt of 
the Paſſever. And whin he was twelve Years old, 
ibey went up tg Jeruſalem, ( Jeſus accompanying them) 
after the Cuſtom of the Feaſt, &c. Luke ii. 39, 42. 
Then cometh Jeſus from Galilee to Jordan, unto John, 
{o be baptized of bim. 
For thus it became him to fulfil all Righteouſ- 
neſs, Matt. iii. 13, 17. viz. as well by perform- 
ing the Rites and Duties preſcribed in the divine 
Legation of Moſes, while their Authority and 
— remained, as by conſecrating himſelf to 
reater Work of bis Chriſtian Miniſtry, which 
the Father ſent him to do, by receiving the Rite 
= obeying the Inſtitution of that Baptiſm which 
God fant John to adminiſter, Foby i. 33. 

The twelve Diſciples, whom Jeſus particularly 
choſe to attend his Perſon and Miniftry, were re- 
generated, and followed herein the Example of 
their great Maſter, inaſmuch as they having been 
born, circumciſed, and educated Fews, were each of 
them converted to the Faith and Profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity. And as (in all Reaſon) we. mult ſup- 
poſe them to have received Jobn's Baptiſm, in Ex- 
preſſion of their Faith, and for the better Prepara- 
tion of their Minds to receive the Doctrine of the 
Maſſiab, then ſpeedily to appear; fo, after this ex- 
traordinary Appearance of Feſus Chriſt, and the 
Commencement of his public Miniſtry, it is re- 
parted of theſe, his — Diſciples, that they 8 7 

3 tize 
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tized (in the Name, and during the Miniſtry of 
their great Maſter) even more Diſciples than Jobn 
the Baptiſt, John iv. 1, 2, Of whom we read, 
That Jeruſalem and all Judea, and all- the Region 
round about Jordan, went out to bim, and were bap- 
tized of John in Jordan, confeſſing their Sins, Matt. 
ii. 5, 6. . ä | 

Under the Diſpenſation and Covenant of the 
Old Teſtament, both Jeſus Chriſt and his Twelve 
Apoſtles had born the relation and Privileges of 
the Sons of God, 'and of Brethren, in common 
with the whole Nation of the Jews; and in a far- 
ther and more diftinct Relation than (as every Man 
is by virtue of his intelligent Nature) a Child, 
and of the Family of the Father of the Spirits of 
all Fleſh, and a Brother to all his Fellow-Creatures: 
And whereas, when the Me himſelt had avow- 
ed his Faith, in the Decree and Promiſe of his 
heavenly Father, by his Obedience and Submiſſion 
to Jobu's Baptiſm, he was no ſooner come up out 
of the Water, but he ſaw the Heavens opened, and 
the Spirit of God deſcending in the Manner of a 
Dove, and lighting upon him. And lo] a Voice 
from Heaven (then proclaimed him the Son of God) 
ſaying, this is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleaſed, Matt. iii. 13, 17. 

After the Pattern and Example of Jeſus, their 
_ elder Brother, Rom. viii. 29. his twelve Diſciples 
alſo, (being convinced on the Evidence of Mira- 
cles and Prophecy, 1. e. on the Teſtimony of the 
Spirit of God,) from 7ews, they all became Chriſ- 


tians, and (together with their Lord and Maſter) 


were thus born again, regenerated, and became a 


ſecond Time the Children and Sons of God, under | 


the New Covenant, and better Diſpenſation of the 
Goſpel. | | 


For 
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For whoever confeſſeth, Jeſus is the Chriſt, 7; 
rn of God, 1 John v. 1. Theſe Apoſtles had 
deen born ſimply, and for the firſt Time of corrup- 
ible Seed, viz. of Blood, i. e. by lineal Deſcent 
rom Abraham; and of the Fleſh, z. e. by Means 
pf carnal (periſhable) Ordinances; impoſed until 
he Times of Reformation, John i. 13. Heb. ix. 
o. viz. by Chriſt, in whom theſe periſhable Ordi- 
ances were all aboliſhed, Zph. ii. 15. But when 
he Apoſtles and converted Jews became a ſecond 
Time the covenanted People and Sons of God, 
hey were all regenerated and born again, not of cor- 
uptible Seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of 

od, which liveth and abideth for ever; and this is 
he Word, which by the Goſpel is preached, ſaid the 
\ poſtle, to you, viz. believing Fews, who were 
Strangers, and ſcattered abroad through Pontus, 

c. 1 Pet. 1. 23, 25. See this intereſting Queſtion 
better ſtated and argued at large, in the New Para- 
phraſe and Expoſition of our Saviour's Dialogue with 
Nicodemus, in the Humble Addreſs, &c. p. 29, 45. 

The Regeneration, mentioned in Matt. xix. 28. 
vas ſomething already paſſed, and in which Chrift's 
welve Diſciples had imitated the Example of their 
Lord and Maſter; © Yerily, I ſay unto you, that ye 
who have followed me in the Regeneration, &c.” 

And whereas. it is notorious, through the Hiſ- 
ory of the four Goſpels, that even theſe choſen 
Diſciples of Feſus Chriſt had embraced his Doctrine, 
and continued to follow his Perſon and Miniſtry 

ith a fond Deſire and Expectation of ſeeing him 
et up King of the Jews, and of ſharing among 
hem the principal Honours and Emoluments of 


us Kingdom of this World; what Proviſion 


ould be more wiſe or important, to cure and re- 
ove this early and ſtrong Prejudice, to ſupport and 
ontinue their Fidelity and Allegiance under the 

approaching 
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approaching Diſappointment and Mortificatian' o 
their worldly Ambition, than that incomparably 
greater Diſtinction and Preferment, to which (in 
caſe they perliſted to hold faſt the Beginning o 
their Confidence, unto the End, Heb. iii. 6.) Chriſt 
foretold, and promiſed to advance them in the fu- 
ture and better World? When the Son of. Man ſhall 
fit in the Throne of his Glory, ye alſo ſhell fit upon 
twelve I brones, judging the twelve Tribes of Iſrael. 

But if, in Oppoſition to the apparent Wiſdom 

and Uſe of this Expoſition, our Anſwerer will needs 
have the Term Regeneration, to intend the Reſur- 
tection of the Dead, in Matt. xix. 28. he muſt then 
take his Chaice, either to throw up his Argument, 
or releaſe the Phraſe in John iii. g. from the ſame 
Conſtruction z otherwiſe the Conſequence is plain and 
obſtinate, viz. That no baptized Infant can enter, 
or be received into the Kingdom or Church o 
God, here on Earth, except, and before he is raiſ- 
ed from the Dead at the laſt DW. 
Ihe laſt Text we are called to examine, in Proof, 
that by Regeneration, or A. born again, is 
meant, in Scripture Lan Laden from 
the Dead, to a State o — Bliſs, is A&s xiii. 
33. God bath fulfilled the ſame unto us their Cbil- 
dren, in that he hath raiſed up Jeſus again; as it is 
alſo written in the ſecond Pſalm, Thou art my Son, 
this Day have I begotten thee, _ 

But, though his Reſurrection was a neceſſary, 
and the beſt Proof, that Jeſus Chriſt was indeed the 
Son of God; it was, however, 10 more than a 
Proof, wherein conſiſted, nat the Conſtitution, but 
the Evidence only of his Sonſhip. 

1. Becauſe Jeſus Chriſt was alſo made and called 
the Son of God, on Account of the Body which 
God prepared for him by the Holy Ghoſt in the 
Womb of the Virgin, Zuke i. 35. As we find A. 
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1am ſtiled tlie Son of God, and on the like Ac- 


count, Lake iii. 38. Or, as the Heathen Poets have 
welt ſpoken (in the Judgment of St. Paul,) That 
we are all the Offspring of God, who has made of one 
Blood all the Nations of Men, Acts xvii. 26, 28. 
and is the Father of the Spirits of all Flaſb, Heb. 
X11. 9, rs 2 | 

| 2 And juſt before the Commencement of Chriſt's 
public Miniſtry, being ſtraitway come up out of 
the Water, in which he had been baptized, a Voice 
from Heaven then proclaimed him in theſe Words, 
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed, 
Matt. iii. 17. in like Manner, as in civil Lite, a 
Son becomes and continues Heir to his Father, and 
intereſted in the Reverfion of his Patrimony, ſo long 
as his Intail remains unforfeited, not cut off, or re- 
covered; or, as all Chriſtians become, and are ſtiled 
Sons and Heirs of God, and joint Heirs with 
Chriſt, their elder Brother, John i. 12. Rom. viii. 
17. Heb. ii. 11. by virtue of their relation to 
Chriſt, and their Faith and Profeſſion of his Goſ- 
pel, Gal. iii. 26, 27, 29. Inaſmuch as the God of 
all Grace has called them to his eternal Glory, by Jeſus 
Chriſt, 1 Pet. v. 10. Being called to, and having 
received the Promiſe of an eternal Inheritance, 
through the Mediator of the New Covenant, (viz. 
of the Goſpel) Heb. ix. 15. whoſe Names are re- 
preſented to our Faith, as inrolled in the Book of 
Life, Phil. iv. 3. Rev. iii. 5. having in their pre- 
tent actual Poſſeſſion, the Record (or expreſs Char- 
ter of Heaven) that God has given them (the 


Grant, Reverſion, and Title of) eternal Life, and 
this Life is in the Hands of his Son, 1 Jobn v. 11. 

3. But Chriſt was declared to be the Son of God 
with Power, according to the Prediction of the 
Spirit of Holineſs, by his Reſurrection from the 
by 
the 


Dead, Rom. i. 4. viz. (when at the Time, and 
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the Evidence of his Reſurrection) Be came an 
ſpake to his Diſciples, ſaying, all Power is given unt. 
me in Heaven and in Earth, Matt. xxviii. 18. wh 
having humbled himſelf, and becauſe he became obedi 
ent unto Death, even the Death of the Croſs, God 
bighly exalted him, and gave him a Name above ev 
Name, &c. Phil. ii. 8, . | 

As the ſame Title of a Son of God is alſo given 
in the ſureſt Manner, and the higheſt Degree, tc 
every Diſciple and Follower of Jeſus Chriſt, whe 
cancelleth not this great Title, nor cauſeth his} 
Name to be blotted out of the Book of Life, Rev. 
iii. 5. by his final Apoſtacy or Diſobedience ; but 
who, on the contrary, and in his prevailing Tem 
per and Conduct, walketh worthy of the Vocatio 
wherewith he is called, and well ſupporteth the 
Character and Dignity of a Son of God, and an 
Heir of Heaven, by reſiſting and overcoming the 
Temptations and Pollutions of the World: And 
J (faith the benevolent and final Diſtributer of 
God's promiſed Favours and Mercies) will grant un 
to him to fit down with me in my Throne, even as l 
alſo overcame, and am ſet down with my Father in his 
Throne, Rev. iii. 21. But though the Sonſhip of 
Jeſus Chriſt did, indeed, conſiſt principally in the 
univerſal Authority and Dominion, which wa 
given or reſtored to the glorified Redeemer, when 
God raiſed him again from the Dead; *tis, how-ſ| | 
ever, manifeſt, that he was not regenerated, or made 
the Son of God by his Reſurrection, which deter 
mined nothing more than the Time and Evidence of 
his Poſſeſſion and Induction to that Dominion 
otherwiſe the Good and the Bad, even all Men who 
ſhall be raiſed up at the laſt Day, John v. 28, 29 « 
will be hereby and equally regenerated, made the 
Sons of God, and raiſed from the Dead, to a State 
of future Bliſs, : 

| ut 


* +@ — n py „ Y 
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- But if any, or all theſe Texts alleged by the 
Anſwerer, Rom. i. 4. Luke xx. 36. Matt. xix. 28. 
As xni. 33. were Capable of this Conſtruction, 
no Argument or Proc has yet appeared to deter- 


ame an- 
iven unte 
18. wht 
me obedi 


, God mine the Phraſe, except a Man is born again, to in- | 

ove every tend his Reſurrection from the Dead to a State of | 
future Bliſs, as it ſtands in Connection with the | 

ſo given, Rite of Baptiſm, in Jobn iii. g. or to moderate the 

gree, to Abſurdity which ſtrikes one, on hearing what the 

iſt, wh ow Wiſdom of our bleſſed Saviour lays down, as a ne- 

iſeth his] ceſſary Condition or Qualification for entering into 

ite, Rev. the Kingdom or Church of God in this World, 

ice ; but] conſtrued into a Reſurrection from the Dead to a 


1g Tem State of future Bliſs. 
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ning thejJ Of God's Readineſs to give his Spirit to 


Id: Ang ** perform theſe kind Offices to our ſuffering 
buter off © and feeble Infants, the baptiſmal Water is 
gan un <« the appointed Token; a Token that, as they 
br i „ © ſuffer and die through Adam, fo they ſhall 
"5: 4 © be bleſſed and raiſed again by Jeſus Chriſt.” 


nſhip o 
RE MAR EK XIV, 


in the 
nich wa 
er, when The baptiſmal Water has been affirmed above 
is, hOW4 to be the af pointed Token. 
or made} 1. 4 Of the ſolemn commending of an Infant 
ch deter * to God's Bleſſing. 
Hidence 0 2. Of the entering under a ſacred Vow for 
IMUNION 3F its religious Education, or a ſolemn Promiſe 
Men whoſ « (of the Sureties) to diſcharge the Part of a Pa- 
28, 294] « rent by a religious Education. 
made the 3. A Token of the Chriſtian Covenant (i. e. 
o a State ©« of the Arabamic, enlarged and ratified by this 
*© new Token), | 
But 68 4. A 
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4. A Token of God's Readineſs to give his 
© Spirit to our ſuffering and feeble Infants, to en- 
lighten, exalt, and purity their Souls (if the In- 
<«. fant lives). | 

- 5. © (But if the Infants die) the baptiſinal 
Water is yet a Token, that as they ſuffer and 
die through Adam, ſo they ſhall be bleſſed and 
<« raiſed again by Jeſus Chriſs.” 

Of theſe five Tokens (which the Anſwerer of 
the Humble Addreſs, &c. has ſought to paſs upon 
the World for divine Appointments) not one Precept 
or Example has yet been pretended, from the au- 
thentic Records and Hiſtory of the New (or even 
the Old) Teſtament, to ſupport or countenance the 
iwo firſt of theſe arbitrary Aſſertions. (See Rem. 

iii. and iv. p. 16, 24.) 8 

His third Token is ſhewn to be miſunderſtood, 
and wrong ſtated (Nem. vii. p. 26, 27.) | 

His fourth Token (which wants both Proof and 

Illuſtration) may be found (according to the Stile 
of this Anſwerer) extremely obvious in the Negative. 

Tis manifeſt, that the Inſtitution and Rite of 

Chriſtian Baptifm, not being ſubject to the Notice, 
can betoken nothing to the Mind of an Infant; and 
with what Truth or Con/iſtency is God's Readineſs 
affirm'd, to give to Intants (however ſuffering or 
teeble) what they have no Readineſs or Capacity to 
receive, Wherefore, every Infant muſt become a- 
dult, and receive the Chriſtian Baptiſm, in, Faith, 
before it can be to him a Token, Duty, or Benefit. 
But, if the Intants die, why then, ſays the An- 
ſwerer, in the fifth Place, the baptiimal Wa- 
ter is (yet) a Token, viz. that as they ſuffer and 
% die through Adam, ſo they ſhall be bleſſed and 
„ raiſed again by Jeſus Chriſt; and of God's Rea- 
* dineſs to give his Spirit, to perform this laſt kind 

Office 


of and 
e Stile 


zative. 
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Votice, 
and 


[43] 


Office to our ſuffering and feeble Infants, the 


«* baptiſmal Water is the appointed Token.” 

Tis the well known and current Doctrine of the 
New Teſtament, that all who ſleep in their Graves 
ſhall be raiſed to Life again at the laſt Day, whe- 
ther they departed this Life in Infancy or advan- 
ced Years, baptized or unbaptized, and no leſs before 
than after this Inſtitution of the Chriſtian Law- 
giver. | 

Our Faith and Expectation of this univerſal, 
and moſt intereſting Event, is grounded on the 
Doctrine, Evidence, and Example of his own well 
atteſted Reſurrection; but the Office itſelf, of 
raiſing the Dead at the End of the World, is a 
Province which is claimed and appropriated, not by 
the Spirit of God, (as the Anſwerer would have it) 
but by his Son, who is the Reſurrection and the Life, 
John xi. 25. For the Hour is coming, in which all 
that are in the Graves ſhall hear his Voice, and ſhall 
come forth, John v. 28, 29. For, as by the Of- 


fence of one, Judgement came upon all Men to 


Condemnation, even ſo, by the Righteouſneſs of 
one, the free Gift came upon all Men unto Juſtiſi- 
cation of Life, Rom. v. 18. Or, in the plainer, 
but no leſs univerſal Language of the ſame Apoſtle, 


Since by Man came Death, by Man came alfo the Re- 


ſurrection of the Dead. For as in Adam all die, fo 


in Chriſt ſhall all be made alive, 1 Cor. xv. 21. 22. 
Whether the Arguments and Proots alledged in 
theſe Remarks, may leave theſe five Tokens of 
Baptiſm ſo extremely obvious to the Anſwerer, as he 
found them when his Pen was employed in writ- 
ing againſt the Humble and free Adareſs, is ſubmit- 

ted to his ſecond Thoughts, and future Experience. 
The Author's Acquaintance with the Writings 
and Converſation of his Chriſtian Brethren, who 
favour the Opinion and Practice of Infant Baptiſm, 
* G 2 perſuades 
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perſuades him, that ſeveral of theſe Tokens have ge- 
nerally eſcaped their Notice, and will prove, on 
this Publication, quite new to their Conceptions, if 
not too difficult for their Belief. 

And the candid Reader may receive it as an 
Expreſſion of the Author's Zeal and Charity, when 
he points out, and endeavours to rectify what, in 
this Caſe, he apprehends to be the moſt popular 
Miſapprehenſion of a poſitive Inſtitution of the 
Chriſtian Religion. 

By Chriſtians of the Pedobaptiſt Perſuaſion, this 
Rite of our common Religion is more generally 
eſteemed, and ſaid to be a Token of the Chriſtian 
Covenant, which the Author's beſt Judgment and 
Regard to the New Teſtament, inſtruct him to ac- 
count a Token, Badge, or Teſt of the avowed Faith 
and Profeſſion of a Chriſtian; and the Evidence 


and Proots of his own Conviction ariſe, and may 


be collected from the following Remarks and Scrip- 
ture Authorities. 

In what is (ftritly and eminently) the Chriſtian 
Covenant, the Father and the Son are the only con- 
tracting Parties, in behalf, or for the Benefit of 
Men. In Proof of this Definition, the Chriſtian 
Reader is deſired to compare and weigh theſe Texts 
of . Scripture, P/. ii. 7, 8. F.. Ix. 6, 7, 8. Heb. 
x. 5, 9. Jobn iii. 16, 17. Heb. i. throughout. 
Phil. ii. 6, 11. Col. i. 12, 20. 1 PG. i. 3, 3. 
Eph. 1. 20, 23. Epb. i. 6. 

2. This Covenant was appointed by the Father, 
who knoweth all his Works from the Beginning of 
the World, Acts xv. 18. and accepted by the Son, be- 
fore his Miſſion and Incarnation, in behalf of Man- 


kind in general, and of Chriſtians in particular, 


Gen. (iti. / 18. (ew. 22, 18. F, i. 7, 6. Pf. bs. 
7, 8. Heb. x. 5,9. Heb. i. 2,8,9, 13. Heb. vii. 
21 22. Gal. iii. 17. Epb. ili. 9, 12. | 
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3. The Toten, Seal, and Confirmation of the 


hriſtian Covenant is (not the Rite of Baptiſm, but) 
e Obedience and Ri 


ghteouſneſs, the Blood and 
xcrifice of Cbriſt. J.. liti. throughout. Jobn iii. 
4, 17. Matt. xxvi. 28. Jobn xvill. 37. Heb. 

29. Heb. xiii. 20. Heb. ii. 9, 10. 

4. But the Rite of Chriſtian Baptiſm is (in its 
iginal Uſe and Intention) the 70% and Badge of 
ze Chriſtian Faith and Profeſſion, which the Wiſ- 
Om and Authority of our Lord's Inſtitution re- 

ires each Believer of his divine Miſſion and Goſ- 
| to receive and wear, in Token of his declared 
aith in the Burial and Reſurrection of Jeſs 
hriſt, and of his avowed Duty and Reſolution, (as 
hriſt's Diſciple) to die unto Sin, and to walk in 
ſewneſs of Life, Rom. vi. 3, 4, 5. Alls ii. 37, 

Acts viii. 35, 39. Gal. iii. 26, 27, 29, See 
lumble Addreſs, p. 12, 16. 

5. This Teſt, none but a Believer ſhould take, 
d this Token, no Infant can ſhew*. But, ex- 
zpt a Man is thus born and made a Chriſtian, as 
ell by Water as by the (Revelation and Teſti- 
ony of the) Spirit, he cannot enter (regularly, 
ough he may with Sincerity, i. e. according to 
is beſt Knowledge and Conviction) into the King- 
om or Church of God, Jobn iii. 5. See Humble 


fddreſs, p. 48. ; 


PARAGRAPH IX 


« But the Examples of Scripture Baptiſm 
are all on the Gentleman's Side. This, in- 


* No Words can more fully expreſs, and no Compariſon will 
tter illuſtrate the Author's Senſe and Poſition, than what are 
xhibited by the Diſſenting Gentleman, in the Caſe he puts of a 
oyal Infant, &c. which the Anſwerer may find (if he has not 
et ſeen it) in the third and laſt Letter to the Rev. Mr. bite, 
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deed, - is often and confidently ſaid, but abY 
ſolutely without Ground, and is a palpablg * 
Miſtake; there being not in the whole 
Scripture, a * Inſtance of the Baptiſ of 
for which he pleads, v/z. that thoſe whe hs 
are born of Chriſtian Parents, are to be ſuf}, 
fered to become adult before they are bap put 
tized. This, it is to be obſerved carefullyſhot 
is the Point in Queſtion between us; as foſhe 
the Baptiſm of adult Proſelytes, or Convert Pe: 
to Chriſtianity, this, we are all agreed, is noſfeſt 
to be adminiſtred till they perſonally profeſ”< 
Faith. The Scripture Inſtances of ſuch Pre el 
ſelytes are of no Pertinence nor Weight : a 
all in the Controverſy before us, becaule 


theſe are exactly conſonant to our Practice 
and Profeſſion. | 


The only Point in debate is, what is to bear 


then baptized upon their perſonal Profeſſion! 


done with the Infants of theſe Proſelytes 
are they to be baptized with their Parents 
or to be let alone 'till they are adult, and 


© This latter, the Gentleman faith ; but ha 
not, in the whole Scripture, one Inſtance ot 
ſuch Practice, nor the leaſt Shadow or Ap 
poerenge of it. The Flouriſh, therefore, a 

out Scripture Inſtances, Precedents, Ex 
amples, is all Sound, and nothing elſe 
Whereas, the Inſtance of Lydia ſtrongly fa 
vours our Practice, whoſe Faith alone 1 
mentioned; and immediately it is added 
her Houſhold was baptiſed, As xiv. 14 
I 3. | 


REMARK 
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RE MARK XV. 
but ab 


alpably The Man who undertakes this Juſtification of 
wholchhe Baptiſm of Foundling Infants, without one 
Zaptiſn Nuotation or Reference to the very Addreſs, &r. 
e P whit hich he thus preſumes to cenſure, bereupon gives 
be f imſelf Airs, and greater Scope to ſay and unſay 
ul, nat beſt ſuits his Inclination and Convenience; 
re bapÞut they who have ſeen the Humble Addreſs, need 
refullyShot be told, viz. that the only Baptiſm, for which 
as foſghe Author pleads, is of all ſuch, and only ſuch 
onvertFPerſons who make a voluntary and ſerious Pro- 
d, is noſfeſſion of their Faith and Allegiance to the Son of 
profeſ Pod, be they old or young, or born of chriſtian 
ch Pro r unchriſtian Parents; and this, his only Plea, 
he Author has grounded expreſly on various Scrip- 
ure Arguments, Precepts, and Examples. But it 
eems they are too far below the Notice of this 
great Anſwerer, to make an Appearance, even in 
is Vindication of the Baptiſm of Foundling In- 
ants, the doubtful Progeny of Chriſtians, Jetos, or 
nfidels. However, without ſeeing the Addreſs it- 
elf, &c. the Reader of this Anſwer and Reply 
ay remember, or caſt back his Eye to the In- 
ruction given to the Gentleman, by his communi- 
bes bo ative Anſwerer, in p. 13. which ſays, The 
us *F< Chriſtian Covenant admits, as Infants of Belie- 
tance olf. vers, not only thoſe born of their Bodies, but 
or Ap. any whom . adopt, and to whom they ſo- 
fore, aF* lemnly promiſe to diſcharge the Part of a Pa- 
ts, Ex rent by a religious Education.” 
ng elſe4 And the Author muſt needs allow this ſuppoſed 
ngly fa. f ight, to be equal to both, when he undertakes to 
alone i Prove it to belong to neither. Rem. v. p. 23. | 
TW, þ In this, the avowed Sentiment of the Author 
* ind his Anſwerer are the ſame, viz. That the In- 
XIV. 14 fants, 


eight 
becauſe 
Practice 


is to be 
ſelytes 
Parents 
alt, and 


feſſion! 
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fants, born of Chriftian Parents, have the ſar: 
and no more Right to Chriſtian Baptiſm, than be 


longed to thoſe Infants who were born of the Bc 
dies, had been bough 


t with the Money, and we 
incorporated in the ſeveral Families of the nume 
rous Proſelytes, at the Time when they were fir 
converted to the Faith, and baptized into the Na 
of Chriſt, and the Profeſſion of his Goſpel; a 
every {uppoſed Difference in theſe two Caſes, wit 
reſpect to Baptiſm, is in the Author's Judgmen 
and in the Anſwerer's nervous Language, ab/olut 
iy without Ground, and a palpable Miſtake. 

Happily united in theſe Premiſes, our Agret 
ment will hold in the following Conſequences, vi 
The natural born or adopted Infants of all Chriſti: 
Parents, ſince the Days of Chriſt's Apoſtles, ha 
no more Right, and ſhould be treated in the ve: 
fame Manner, with reſpect to Baptiſm, as the n 
tural born or adopted. Infants of Proſelytes we 
managed under the Miniſtry, and by the imm 
diate Direction and Authority of the firſt inſpirc 
Miniſters of the Chriftian Religion. Here the 
the Author and Anſwerer join Iſſue, That ti 
Right, Juſtification, and Efficacy of Infant Ba 
tiſm depend, and are determinable, by the Inſt 
ces, Precedents, and Examples of its Admini 
tion, recorded in the New Teſtament. 

But, unhappy Man, from the whole Scriptu 
*« 70 Inſtance, nor the leaſt Shadow or Appearance 
« ſuch a Practice has been produced by this Anf 
rer, more than one ſingle Example of Lydia, whic 
fays he, ſtrongly favours our Practice, whole Fai 
alone is mentioned; and immediately it is adde 
her Houſhold was baptized, Ads xvi. 14, 15. 
But this ſingle Scripture Precedent, which 

would have to favour ſo ftrongly his Practice of! 
fant Baptiſm, happens to be related in * _ 
x 0 
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Hiſtory, not only without Notice of any Infant 
that ſhe had, or was baptized with her Houſhold, 
but with Circumſtances which frongly preſume the 
contrary, As xvi. 12, 16. 


the ſame: 
, than be 
F the Bc 
and we 


the num hut if the whole Relation and Circumſtance of 
were fir Lydia's Story expoſe the Impertinence of this only 
the Nam Precedent alledged in the New Teſtament in fa- 
ſpel; an your of Infant Baptiſm, it may appear leſs ſtrange, 
-aſes, WHY if our Anſwerer's © Flouriſh, about Scripture In- 
| ny << ſtances, Precedents, and Examples ſhould va- 
, ahſolui « niſh into Sound, and nothing elſe,” when the Au- 


thor quotes his Examination of theſe very Caſes, 
ſet forth in his Humble and free Addreſs, with a di- 
ences, ri rect Proof to the contrary, which are as follow. 
U Chriſtiq But the Caſes of thoſe Perſons, who are re- 
ſtles, ha « ported in this ſacred Hiſtory to have been bap- 
in the vel « tized with all their Houſhold, may be ſuppoſed 
as the nf more relative to the Baptiſm of the expoſed and 
elytes WCY «< deſerted young Children in the Foundling Hoſ- 
the imm pital, and beſpeak the particular Attention of 
rſt inſpirq « their worthy Truſtees and Governors. 
Here th « And yet, even in theſe Caſes alſo, they are no 
That tl leſs expteſly declared to have been all inſtructed 
nfant Ba. in order to their Conviction, and convinced in 
the Inſtaſ < order to their Baptiſm : And whoever conſults 
Adminiſtiſ c the whole Account of theſe baptized Families, 
“ and compares together the ſeveral Particulars of 
le Scriptuf « their ſacred Hiſt „ will there find that they 
ppearanceV.«« did all attend to the preaching of the Apoſtles 
this Anf Doctrine. They did all rejoice, they all believ- 
ydia, hid a ed, and accordingly they were all baptized. 
whole Fall On St Peter's firſt Sermon, you read of three 
it is addqd cc Thouſand, who gladly received the Word, and 
14, 15- “ were baptized : But among all theſe, together 
5 which * with the Multitudes who were afterwards con- 
actice of N verted to the Chriſtian Faith and Profeſſion, by 
in the facile the Doctrine and Miracles of our Lord's A- 
Hiſto H poſtles, 
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poſlles, we read of no more than three Perſons 


(through the whole Goſpel Hiſtory) who are 
there ſaid to have been baptized, together with 
their whole Families, and with any ſuch diſtin- 
guiſhed Circumſtances; from whence it may be 
preſumed, whether all the Members of theſe 
baptized Families were capable of a perſonal 
Faith and Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Religion, 
or not, viz. Cornelius the Centurion, Lydia a Sel- 
ler of Purple, and the Goalor to whoſe Cuſtody 


Paul and Silas were committed by the Magiſtrates 
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of Philippi. Of Cornelius it is affitmed expreſ- 
ly, that he was a devout Man, who feared God 

with all his Houſe, Acts x. 2. That they were 
all preſent before Ged, to hear all Things that were 
commanded Peter of God, Acts x. 33. That 
while Peter was ſpeaking what God had comman- 
ded, the Holy Ghoſt fell on all them who beard the 
Word, Acts x. 44. Upon which extraordinary 


£ Teſtimony of their Faith and Acceptance, he 


commanded them to be baptized in the Name of the 
Lord, Acts x. 48. Of Lyaia, a Seller of Pur- 
ple, it is not ſaid that ſhe, and all hgrs, were 
baptized ; but, more generally, that ſhe was bap- 
tized and her Houſhold, Ads xvi. 15. And, as 
no Inſtruction can be taken from the ſacred Hiſ- 
tory, whether any in her Family were incapable 
cf. a perſonal Faith and Profeſſion, it is, more- 
over, quite improbable that - any ſuch Perſons 
were taken with her, in her Journey from the 
City of Thyatira to Philippi, to ſell Purple, as 
is related in Ads xvi. from tbe 12th to the 16th 
Verſe. Of the Keeper of the Priſon at Philippi, 
it is declared poſitively that Paul and Silas ſpake 
unto him the Word of the Lord, and to all who 


* <were in his Houſe, Acts xvi. 32. And that he 
* reoiced, 
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ce rejoiced, believing in God with all his Houſe, Acts 
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XVI. 34. 

6 80 Has to the diſintereſted and worthy Truſ- 
tees and Governors of the Foundling Hoſpital, 
it will, I hope, appear, that theſe Scripture Ex- 
amples are the moſt plain and flat Contradic- 
tion to the Practice which modern Chriſtians 
have too confidently fathered upon their miſta- 
ken Authority, which by no Means juſtify, but 
expreſly condemn the Application of Chriftian 
Baptiſm to the Children of Believers, before 
they have acquired the ſame Belief, and made 
the ſame perſonal and folemn Profeſſion of their 
Faith and Obedience to the Chriſtian Lawgiver; 
or, in other Words, that they believe, with all 
their Hearts, that Jeſus Chriſt is the Son of 
God. 


It is the common, and well-grounded Belief 
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of all who truly call themſelves-Chriſtians, that 


the Apoſtles of Jeſus Chriſt did fully know, and 
have faithfully executed the Intention of their 
divine Commiſſion. 
* If it had been the Mind and Will of their 
great Maſter, that his inſtituted Rite of Bap- 
tiſm ſhould have been adminiſter'd to the Chil- 
dren of believing Parents, during the Time of 
their Infancy, and total Incapacity of believing 
and profeſſing the Goſpel ; it this may be ſup: 
wax truly, there can be no room to daubt, 

ut this Inſtitution of Jeſus Chriſt was really ad- 
miniſter'd to ſome Subjects, before they did, or 
poſſibly could believe in his Name, even by the 
Hands of his inſpired Miniſters themſelves, 
whom he qualified and commanded perſonally 
to go into all Nations (without Diſtinction) 
teaching and baptizing them, 

| H 2 « But 
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« But whereas the Chriſtian Church in Ga- 


« Jatia had been planted and continued to flouriſh 
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many Years before the Date of St Paul's E- 
iſtle to them, of Neceſſity there muſt have 
— many among them (upon the foregoing 
Suppoſition) to whole Infant Seed the Rite of 
Chriſtian Baptiſm had been already applied by 
the Hands, or under the immediate Notice and 
Direction of Chriſt's Apoſtles : But the Fact it- 
ſelf deſtroys this Suppoſition, which is proved 
to be arbitrary and falſe, as well by the total Si- 
lence of the New Teſtament, (in which not one 
direct Precept or Example appears to ſupport it) 
as by theſe direct and poſitive Aſſertions of St 
Paul, with which the Practice of Infant Bap- 
tiſm can ſurely never be reconciled : For ye are 
all (ſaith the inſpired Apoſtle to the Chriſtians 
of Galatia) the Children of God, by Faith in 
Feſus Chriſt --- which could not have been truly, 
and thus univerſally ſpoken, if any of them had 
been, at this Time, made the Children of God 
without that Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, of which 
every Infant is, at all Times, utterly incapable. 
The Apoſtle goes on to ſupport the Neceſſity 
of Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, in order to contract this 
new and happy Relation: For as many of you 
as have been baptized into Jeſus Chriſt, have 
put on Chriſt. But it is humbly ſubmitted to 
the great Penetration and Judgment of the wor- 
thy Truſtees and Governors of the Foundling 
Hoſpital, with what Senſe or Truth a baptized 
Infant may be ſaid to put on Chriſt, who ſeems 
(at the moſt) to be hereby but impoſed upon 
him; and how was it poſſible for the inſpired 
Apoſtle to affirm more directly or plainly, that 


every baptized Chriſtian, throughaut the m—_— 
| | cc OT 


cc 


cc 
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of Jeſus Chriſt in Galatia, was made, and be- 
* came ſuch knowingly, and by his own voluntary 
Act and ſolemn Profeſſion. 

„ And whereas theſe primitive Chriſtians, hav- 


* 


ing avowed themſelves univerſall 
Subjects of Feſus Chriſt, both by their Faith and 
% Baptiſm, this gave good Cauſe to pronounce 
« them all (in the ſpiritual and beſt Senſe) to be 
the Seed of Abraham, (the Father and moſt 
« eminent Example of all who believe the Pro- 
«« miſes of God) and Heirs of the eternal Inheri- 
* tance, which the Son of God from Heaven, has 
« expreſly revealed and promiſed, and at the End 
of the World will beſtow upon all baptized 
e Chriſtians, who, in Obedience to the Authority, 
e and by the ſolemn Rite of his own Inſtitution, 
© have perſonally avowed their Faith and Alle- 
“ piance to him. 

Provided always, that they cancel not this 
«© great Title, nor render themſelves unworthy 
© and incapable of ſuch pure and undefiled Re- 
© wards, by returning preſumptuouſly, and 
continuing in a Courſe of impenitent Folly and 
Vice. But who, by their patient continuing in 
{© well doing, abide grounded and ſettled in the 
* Faith; nor ſuffer themſelves to be finally and 
* irrecoverably moved away from the immenſe 
and joyful Hope of the Goſpel.” 


PARAGRAPH KX. 


te As this Gentleman has once and again 
e ſhewn an extraordinary Fondneſs of diſplay- 
* ing himſelf on this Controverſy, and has 
given what he deſires the Publick to take as 
* a Specimen of his Ability, it would, I _ 
of ; | | c. y 
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nant is not ſtill in Force, or if it be, let him 


[ 54: 
bly apprehend, have incomparably more 
ſerved his Cauſe, and have ſhewn his Ability 
in a far ſuperior Light, to have anfwered, in 
a ſolid Manner, Hallett's excellent Diſcourſe 
on Baptiſm, than to addreſs the Hoſpital 
Governors with Things an hundred Times 
before ſaid, (and ſaid, I believe, his beſt 
Friends being Judges, with full as much 
Strength) and which have as often been an 
{wered. | 
If he defires to give a farther Specimen, 
let him be prevailed with to enter thorough- 
ly into the Argument ſet forth in the juſt 
mentioned Diſcourſe. | 
«© Let him prove that the Abrahamic Cove 


ſhew, that the Admiſſion of Infants, toge 
ther with their Parents, was not an expreſs 
Grant or Privilege of that Covenant; or, 
if it was, let him prove this Grant to be now 
aboliſh'd, and diſtintly point us out hen 
and where it was reverſed. | 
6 Let him ſay, Whether, as Infants ſuffer 
and die in Adam, it is not a Part, a valuable 
and important Part of the Covenant of God, 
that they ſhall be bleſſed and raiſed by Chri/!? 
And whether it be not a rational and kind 
Inſtitution, that ſome Token of this Cove- 
nant ſhould be applied to Believers Infants, v 
as a ſtanding Monument or Pledge of thi 
Favour of Heaven to them. 

e Finally, let him ſay, Whether the Infants 
of Believers, be ore the coming of Chriſ, 
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were not viſibly and expreſly in Covenant 
with God? Whether the Token of the 
Covenant that Jehovah was their God, was 
not actually given them? Whether this was 
not a great and invaluable Privilege, and 
whether Chr:/# came to abridge, and to ſet 
aſide this Privilege of God's People? In o- 
ther Words, Whether the Chriſtian Diſpen- 
ſation be in this reſpect, at leaſt, more au- 
ſtere, and more cruel than the Moſaic, and 
looks with a ſeverer Aſpect on the Infants 
of good Men, than the euiſb of old did? 
Was he a Gop of the Jeuiſßh Infants only ? 
Is he not, in like Manner, a God of Chriſ- 
tian Infants alſo? Yes, without doubt, of 
Chriſtian Infants alſo, 

4 A clear Anſwer to theſe Enquiries, I 
have never yet ſeen ; if the Gentleman ſhall 
* vouchſafe, it will be 4 Specimen of his Abi- 
lities, vaſtly ſuperior to any he has yet 


given.“ 3 
Jam, SIR, &c. 


REMARK XVI. 


Truth can never be found, or made to appear by 
air Reaſoning and Deductions, from a falſe Hypo- 
heſis, and a wrong State of the Queſtion. And 
his Neceſſity will affect equally and univerſally 
very poſſible Subject of Mens Enquiry and De- 
date, in Words, or in Numbers. And when the 
oraliſt and Divine, no leſs than the Arithmeti- 
lan, ſet out on a falſe Hypotheſis, * 

miſle 


<Y 
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miſled into more Errors, and greater Confuſio 
the farther they proceed. 
_ Thus it happened to that induſtrivus Critic, an 
uſeful Author, the late Rev. Mr Hallett, in his un 
happy Diſcourſe on Infant Baptiſm, whoſe Attach 
ment and Purſuit of a falſe Scheme, drove him at 
laſt (againſt his better Judgment and Charity) te 
this moſt ungenerous and ſhocking Concluſion, viz 
That God viſited, on poor JÞmael, the Iniquitie, 
\of his Great, Fr. Grand Children. Nay, that the 
Father of Mercies, and of all the Families in Heal A 
ven and Earth, had made the future Life and Im. 
mortality of the human Race, to depend on the / 
narrow and hazardous Chance of their Circumci4\ i; 
ſion and Baptiſm, as Members of the Abrahamily e, 
Covenant, begun and long confined to one ſingleff t. 
Nation and Community, and not yet enlarged be v 
yond the Limits of Chriftendom. IN 
But is he a God of the Jews and Chriſtians only ir 
Is he not, in like Manner, a God of the Gentiles Mo 
Yes, without doubt, of the Gentiles alſo. Rom. iii 
29. 1 Tim. iv. 10. And yet both theſe ſtrange / 
and gloomy Concluſions, are not only without, butſ is 
contrary to the very Letter and current Spirit off 
the Old and New Teſtament. © But as for Iſhmael / 
I have heard thee : (Abraham) Behold I have bleſ. 
« ſed him, and will make him fruitful, and will mul. 
% fiply him exceedingly ;, twelve Princes ſhall he beget ln 
and I will make him a great Nation. Gen. xvii.o 
« 20.” Even ſo great! that there was no roomſSh 
to take his Poſterity into the promiſed Land offi 
Canaan, together with the numerous Deſcendantsin 
of 1/aac. And a very ſmall Share of the Sagacityſl; 
and Learning, which ſo uſefully diſtinguiſhed thei 
great Mr. Hallett on other Occaſions, may ſerve toi 
diſcover (to a Mind that is free and willing to _ 
| the 
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the like Neceſſity of the Limitation which took 
Effect in the Perſon and Family of Jacob, in Pre- 
ference to his elder Brother Z/av. 

And this is the Doctrine and Language of the 


New Teſtament, (which reflects Glory to God, in 
the higheſt, by revealing Peace and Good Will to 
Men) That, as by the Offence of one, Judgment came 
upon all Men to Condemnation ; even ſo, by the Righ- 
teouſneſs of one, the free Gift came upon all Men un- 
to $2 Men of Life. Rom. v. 18. For ſince by 
Man came Death, by Man came alſo the Reſurrection 
of the Dead. For as in Adam all die, ſo in Chriſt 
ſhall all be made alive, 1 Cor. xv. 21, 22. We truſt 


in. the living God, who is the Saviour of all Men, 
eſpecially of thoſe that believe, 1 Tim. iv. 10. 7, e. 
the ſame God and Father of all, willeth the Sal- 
vation of all, and has given to Heathens ſufficient 
Means, but more abundant Means to Chriſtians, 
in the ſincere Uſe of which, they may (both) work. 
out. their own Salvation. 
The Anſwerer's Opinion is, in one Caſe, the 
F Author's, viz. That Hallet's Diſcourle on Baptiſm 
is a Contradiction to the Humble and Free Addreſy 
to the Governors of the Foundling Hoſpital, and 
Vice Verſa. , 
But whereas the Author verily believing, 
(what he ſubmits to the public Judgment) that 
nothing exiſts in Hallett's Diſcourſe in Prejudice 
of the Argument, Truth, and Importance of what 
he has humbly recommended to the Notice and 
Determination of. the worthy Truſtees and Gover- 
nors of the Foundling Hoſpital, but what is clear- 
ly obviated in theſe Remarks, and ſufficiently an- 
ſwered in his Addreſs, &c. he thinks himſelf 
uſtified, in declining the Taſk to which he is in- 
ted, viz. of anſwering, in a more ſolid * 
I an 
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and entering more thoroughly into the Argument ſet 


forth in what has been called, Hallett's excellent 


Diſcourſe on Infant Baptiſm, and preſumed to be 
unanſwerable. 


V 5 KN A; & 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


WW EREAS repeated Notice and Information 
| being taken in the Juſtification of the Baptiſm 
of Foundling Infants, of an extreme Fondneſs 
of diſplaying himſelf in this Controverſy, which has 
been ſhewn once and again (by the Author of the Hum- 
ble Addreſs ;)- and of his giving what he defires the 
Public to take as a Specimen of his Ability, &c. To- 
"int with the Anfwerer's Inſtructions, (and ſome- 
mes humble Apprehenſion) how he may ſhew his A. 
any in a far ſuperior, and incomparably better Light, 
- &C. | 
The Reader may ſee the Occaſion, and determine the 
Pertinence of theſe ſingular Notices and Inſtructions, 
when be peruſeth what follows, | 
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Publiſhed in the hiteball E Vening- 
Poſt, September 17, 1747. 


Claudius accuſat Mechos. 


SIX. 


* OU have taken Occafion, from three Let- 
ters, addreſs'd to you by the Rev. Mr 
White, to revive, and lay before the Public, 
what equally demands the moſt ſerious and diſin- 
tereſted Examination of every Perſon without, no 
leſs than within, the Pale of the national Churches 
of South and North Britain, who truly calls him- 
ſelf a Proteſtant, i. e. a genuing Chriſtian. 

Of this Denomination, * diſbelieves; or 
will diſpute the Truth or Importance of the fol- 
lowing Principles, which you have publickly avow- 
ed in your two Anſwers, and Reply to the Fellow 
of St John's College, viz. © That in Chriſt's 
Church he is the only Sovereign and Head, 
He only hath a Power to decree Ceremonies and 
* Rites! to fix Terms of Communion, and Au- 
* thority in Matters of Faith.---That no Man, 
or Body of Men, have Authority to command 
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« Things, which Chriſt never commanded ; to 
« teach Doctrines, which he never taught; to en- 
“ join Terms of Communion, and Rites of reli- 
« gious Worſhip, which Chriſt never enjoined, Vid. 
« 1ſt Anſwer, p. 30. ---That Chriſt is the only 
« Fountain of Influence, Juriſdiction, and Power 
« in his Church, by Commiſſion from whom alone 
« all its Officers act, p. 27.---The Church of 
c Chriſt is a religious Eſtabliſhment, founded upon 
* the Scriptures, as the only authentic Rule of its 
c Doctrines and Worſhip, p. 21. ---Whatever vi- 
6. ſible Society, then, hath its Terms of Admiſſion, 
&* the Qualification of its Members (and Rites of 
* Worſhip) fixed not divinely, but only by the 
& Will and Authority of Men, cannot be (in theſe 
« Caſes) the truly Catholic and Chriſtian Church, 
p. 20.---The Subjects of Chriſt are expreſly com- 
* manded, and charged by himſelf (their great 
* and only Lord) to receive nothing as Doctrine, 
* or Parts of Religion, which are only Command- 
« ments of Men, p. 30.---And his faithful Sub- 
“ jects, by the Allegiance they owe to him, are 
* obliged to enter their Proteſt againſt ſuch Uſur- 
*« pation, and to ſtand faſt in the Liberty where- 
„ with Chriſt has ſer them free, p. 16. 

On theſe Catholic Principles, (which are no o- 
ther than the genuine Records and Canon Law of 
the Mew Teſtament) you have abundantly vindi- 
cated, both the Lawfulneſs and Duty of your peace- 
able Separation and Diſſent from the national 
Church of England; the particular and diſcrimi- 
nating Conſtitution of which, you have ſhewn (as 
] verily believe) to the neceſſary and full Convic- 
tion of your impartial Readers, to be different, 
and, in many important Points, incompatible with 
the Conſtitution of the Church of Chriſt, Vid. 1/+ 
Anſiwer, p. 20 10 34. 
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But this heavy Charge is not confined to the na- 
tional Church of England, as by Law eſtabliſned --- 
For whoever will permit himſelf to look through 
the Spectacles of Common Senſe and Honeſty, in- 
to the Conſtitution or Hiſtory of the ſeveral par- 
ticular Churches in Chriſtendom, even from Rome to 
Edinburgh, muſt needs ſee, that the Wealth, and 
Power, and Miniſtry of the Clergy, eſtabliſhed by 
Law in each national Church, have been made to 
depend on the Decrees and Licence of their Supe- 
riors, who have always required their ſolemn De- 
claration, Subſcription, and Conformity to the 
Articles and Creeds, to the Worſhip and Govern- 
ment, which have been framed and impoſed upon 
them by fallible and intereſted Men, as the neceſ- 
fary Introduction and Tenure of Church Prefer- - 
ment. 

The Church of England has no more than her 
common Share in the Guilt and Injuries which 
may be occaſioned by theſe unſcriptural and anti- 
chriſtian Demands, which are, in a great Meaſure, 
removed (or at leaft very happily qualified) by an 
Act of Toleration to all Proteſtant Diſſenters in 
South and North Britain, who avow that civil Al- 
legiance which is due to the Security and Proſpe- 
rity of the Government, by whoſe Equity and Mo- 
deration they hold the Protection and Exerciſe of 
their civil and religious Rights and Liberties. 

Every Chriſtian is, indeed, bound by his Alle- 
giance to the Chriſtian Lawgiver ; and, in regard 
to his own beſt Improvement and Happineſs, to 
become a Member of that Church, whoſe Conſti- 
tution and Worſhip he deliberately judgeth to be 
the moſt conformable to the Preſcription and Au- 
thority of the Goſpel, and ſo far as the Conveni- 
ence of his Situation will reaſonably allow him : 
And wherever a loyal Subject of his Majeſty King 
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George apprehends the Miniſtry of a Clergyman, 
eſtabliſned by Law, to be leſs promiſing to anſwer 
to himſelf the great Purpoſes of Chriſtian Aſſo- 
ciation, the Moderation and good Senſe, the Ho- 
nour and Authority of our late and preſent Gover- 
nors, tolerate a Diſſent, and vindicate all thoſe 
who exerciſe that religious Liberty, with which 
the Laws of God, and Chriſt, and Reaſon, have 
immutably inveſted them.---And it is truly deplo- 
rable, that any Fellow of a College in an Englifþ 
Univerſity, ſhould ſo far expoſe the Defect of his 
Underſtanding or Modeſty, by charging that Non- 
conformity as an Act of Diſobedience to the civil 
Magiſtrate, which is notoriouſly vindicated by the 
very ſame Authority from which the national 
Church of England derives its very Exiſtence, and 
is ſtill depending for its legal Conſtitution and Re- 
venues. - 

But an Author of your Character wants not to 
be informed, that a conſcientious and peaceable Se- 
paration and Diſſent from the national Church of 
England, is no Demonſtration of your own Con- 
formity to the Authority and Conſtitution of the 
Church of Chrift.---And “ as you have ſpent your 
«© whole Life among the Diſſenters, are acquainted 
with a great Number of their Churches and 
«© Miniſters,” (p. 18.) it cannot have eſcaped tio 
own Obſervation or Experience, that in the Con- 
venticle, no leſs than in the Parith Church, an Au- 
thority has been claimed and exerciſed, ©* to com- 
« mand Things, which Chriſt never commanded 
c to teach Doctrines, which he never taught; to 
« enjoin Terms of Communion, and Rites of re- 
<« ligious Worſhip, which Chriſt never enjoined, 
« p. 30.“ all which ſhall be fairly expoſed to the 
World, whenever you ſhall think fit publickly to 
demand it. 
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In the mean Time, the Writer of this Letter 
recommendeth to your impartial Conſideration, 
the following Specimen of his Ability, to return the 
ſame Charge upon the Diſſenters in general, which 
you have publiſhed, and, in his Judgment, made 
good againſt the Conſtitution and Worſhip of the 
national Church of England in particular---by re- 
ferring you to two Paragraphs in your Second An- 
ſwer to Mr White, wherein you fay : © It is the 
« Opinion (you mean the general Opinion and 
« Practice) of the Diſſenters, that when an Infant 
« js brought to be entered by Baptiſm into the 
« Family or Church of God, and a folemn Vow 
« and Engagement is to be made before the Church 
« for its religious Education, that the Parents, 
« whoſe Child it is, and to whom both God: and 
« Nature have committed its Education; that thoſe 
« (you ſay) are the proper Perſons to ſtand forth, 
« and take upon them this great and important 
« Truſt, and to bind themſelves by a ſolemn Vow, 
« faithfully to diſcharge it.” Vid. 24 Anſwer, to 
White, p. 2.---And in p. 10, you thus proceed: 
« As for the open and ſolemn Renewal of the bap- 
« tiſmal Covenant before God and many Witneſ- 
&« ſes, which (Mr White had ſaid) baptized Per- 
e ſons ought to make when they come to Years of 
4 Diſcretion.---This (you anſwer) they (i. e. the 
e baptiſed Perſons) make with us (Diſſenters) in 
e the other Sacrament of the Supper which Chriſt 
& himſelf has appointed, and which is the only Inſti- 
« tution his Wiſdotn has thought fit to appoint for this 
* Purpoſe.” 

In theſe two Paragraphs you have made your- 
ſelf perſonally accountable, and you are hereby ſo- 
lemnly called upon, as an avowed Diſſenter, and 
both the Publiſher and Advocate of their general 
and daily Practice, in this Caſe, by virtue of the 

Allegiance 
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Allegiance which you owe and profeſs to the Chrif 
tian Lawgiver ; and, in order to purge yourſelf 
from the Guilt and Injury of teaching for Doctrines 
the Commandments of Men, to point out to your 
Chriſtian Brethren the particular Place or Places Ine 
in which it is expreſſed and may be found in that 
Holy Bible, which the great Chillingworth truly 
called the only Religion of Proteſtants. 
iſt, That Infants are to be brought and entered Ine 
by Baptiſm into the Family or Church of God, pf 
and how it is poſſible for this to be done, accord- nd 
ing to your own Apprehenſion, © if you continue 
<« to think it eſſential to the Idea of a Church 
< that it is a Society of Volunteers, a Company 
joined together in certain Acts and Profeſſions 
« by common Conſent ; and that without, much 
<« leſs againſt, his own Agreement and Conſent, no 
<< Man can with any Truth, be ſtiled a Member 
of any Church?” All which vou have expreſ- 
ſed, as your own Thoughts and bee in your 
2d Anſwer, p. 84. 12 
Lou are farther obliged, and ſolemnly charged, re 
by the Occaſion and Authority aforeſaid, to men- 
tion the Text or Texts in the New 7. eftament. of 
Jef Chriſt, wherein it is cxpretied, and may. be 
ound 


2dly, That the Baptiſm, inſtituted by Jeſus Chriſt, . 
. 


is a ſocial Act of Chriftian Worſhip, in which o- 
thers are perſonally concerned, together with thoſe, 
who adminiſter and receive it, which is to be done 
and repeated in the Church before God and many 
Witneſſes; and to inform the World (in Proof of In 
this Aſſertion) in what Church of Chrift his in- 
ſpired Evangeliſt Philip adminiſtred this Rite of 
revealed Religion to the Treaſurer of the Queen 
of the Atbiopians, and what Members of that 
Church were then and there preſent, as Witneſſes 

ol 
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f this ſacred Tranſaction. You are farther oblig- 
d and required by and from the Authority of 
od's Holy Word, to ſhew 

3dly, That at the Time, and in Connection with 
he Act of adminiſtering Baptiſm to an Infant, a 
olemn Vow and Engagement is to be made before 
he Church for its religious Education. 
4thly, That it is the expreſs Will and Appoint- 

ent of the Chriſtian Lawgiver, that the Parents 
ff the Child or Infant ſo baptized, are at that Time, 
nd upon the ſame Account, to ſtand forth, and 
ke upon them this great and important Truſt, 
viz. of its religious Education) and to bind them- 
lves, by a ſolemn Vow, faithfully to diſcharge it. 

Finally, You are required and obliged to ſhew, 
rom the Declaration and Evidence of the Holy 
criptures themſelves (which are the perfect and 
only authoritative Rule in all Acts of revealed Re- 
igion) ; 

5thly, The Obligation therein laid upon all bap- 
ized Perſons, when they come to Years of Diſ- 
retion, to receive the Lord's Supper, „for the 
* open and ſolemn Renewal of their baptiſmal 
Covenant, before God and many Witneſſes ; 
* which other Sacrament of the Supper (you ſay 
* expreſly) Chriſt himſelf has appointed, and is the 
* only Inſtitution,” (z. e. excluſively of all other 
Ordinances and Acts of Chriſtian Worſhip) © which 
* his Wiſdom has thought fit to appoint for this 
* Purpoſe.” 

If the Supper of our Lord is the true and only 
nſtitution, appointed by himſelf for this Purpoſe, 
as you have affirmed in the Face of the World) 
ou are very capable, and perſonally obliged to 

ew, where this Appointment is to be found in the 
New Teſtament, wherein the Apoſtles of Jeſus Chriſt 


wve recorded, to all future Ages, the whole aha" 
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cil of God; and have kept back nothing from his 
Church that was profitable to it, Acts xx. 20. 

This Diſcovery is, indeed, neceſſary to juſtify} 
the Opinion and Practice (of by far the greater 
Part) of Proteſtant Diſſenters, from the Church 
eſtabliſhed by Law; but which Diſcovery (when 
ever you make it) will be no leſs unexpected and 
aſtoniſhing to many of your Proteſtant Brethren, 
than it will be even to yourſelf, when the Rev, 


ing the ſame Inſtitution of our Lord's Supper tc 
be lawfully and NY intended to be uſed as a 
civil Qualification tor an Employment in the CA, 
tom-Houſe, or a Command in the Army. | 

Theſe high Demands are all grounded upo 
your own avowed Principles; they are taken from 
your own Account of the general Opinion and 
Practice of the Diſſenters, whom you have conſe 
quently and publickly charged with uſing the tw 
poſitive Inſtitutions of the great Chriſtian Law 
giver, (not according to the Inſtructions and Au 
thority of his own Goſpel, but according to thi 
arbitrary fluctuating Cuſtoms of this World, and 
the Wantonneſs of Superſtition.) It becomes you 
who have brought this public and heavy Charg 
upon the greater Part of Proteſtant Diſſenters fron 
the Church of England, to wipe it off; either b 
your public Acknowledgment of the Truth an 
Juſtice of this Charge, or by your fair and hone! 
Refutation of it. 

But your Silence to this Demand, muſt coſt yo! 
the Reputation and Peace of a conſiſtent Prote 
tant; the heavy Blows which you have dealt t 
Mr ., will then rebound upon your own Pate 
and your two Anſwers and Reply to his thre 
Letters, will be forever weg by his Sentence 
who ſpoke as never Man ſpake: And why 9 

| thi 


* — * 
3 1»„ W a ———— RS... a 


Mk 4 «< * 


c 

4 
46 
o 


rom his 
0. 
) juſtify 
ater 
Church 
" (when- 
ted and 
rethren, 
he Rev, 
Ce, prov- 
upper te 
Aſed as a 
the Cu: 


ed upo 
den from 
nion and 
7e conſe 
the tw 
an Law 
and Au 
g to the 
r1d, and 
mes you 
7 Charg 
ters fron 
either bi 
ruth an 
nd honel 


: Coſt yo! 
t Prote 
> dealt t 
wn Pate 
his thre 
Sentence 
y beholdy 

thi 


with the true 


1 67 } 


hou the Mote that is in thy Brother's Eye, but conft- 


dereſt not the Beam that is in thine own Eye ? Or, how 
wilt thou ſay to thy Brother, let me pull out the Mote 
put of thine Eye, and behold a Beam is in thine own 


ye? Thou Hypocrite; firſt caſt out the Beam out of 
bine own Eye; and then ſhalt thou ſee clearly to caſt 


put the Mote out of thy Brother's Eye. Matt. vii. 


4, 5+ 7 
Happy is he who condemneth not himſelf in 


hat 'Thing which he alloweth, Rom. xiv. 22. 
rhich Happineſs that you may experience in this 
orld, and rejoice in the never-ceaſing Fruits of 
tin the World to come, I moſt heartily wiſh you, 
Affection and Sincerity of a Chriſ- 

an, 


VER A. X, 


D. S. Nov. 1, 1749. The 3d and laſt Letter to 
the Rev. Mr J/hite appeared in 1748, wherein 


are repeated ſome of the ſame Abſurdities and. 


Self-Contradifions*, which diſgraced the diſſent- 
d 35: 64) ing 


In his zd and laſt Letter, the Diſſenting Gentleman ſays, 
p. 26. ou (i. e. Mr White) endeavour to explain the Mat- 
ter by an Infant in the Lord of the Manor's Court, who, by 
* his Attorney, is admitted to his Copyhold, and covenants to 
* do Homage for the ſame; or, by an Infant King, who hath 
* ſome one of the Nobility, who, in his Name, for his Be- 
© nefit, is appointed to take the Coronation Oath, and thereby 
* oblige him to obſerve the Laws, and protect his Subjects, &c. 
But theſe Inſtances (replies the Diſſenting Gentleman) avail 
you nothing. Forr,, 
7 Iſt. The Child, when admitted by his Attorney in the 
Lord's Court to his Copyhold, does not covenant to do Ho- 
mage for the ſam 11 he does not covenant I prove by a 
very plain and inconteſtible Argument, which is, that he can- 
not. — There is no Senſe at all, no religious or moral 2 — 


[ 68 ] 
ing Gentleman's ſecond Epiſtle, in Defiance and 
without the leaſt Notice taken of the too well 
:  » grounded 


« which the Infant can, with any. Truth or Propriety; be ſaid to , 
« covenant: No, 'tis the Attorney, and he alone that covenants c 
* to perform the Homage —And, in the Caſe of a Minor King, « 
„ when one of the Nobility takes the Coronation Oath in his 
« Name or Stead, (if any ſuch Ceremony be eyer perform'd) 
*© he does not, cannot, in any Senſe, thereby oblige the Royal 
„Infant to obſerve the Laws and protect the Subjects Not 
„ whilſt an Infant — becauſe, not being a moral Agent, he can- 
* not poſſibly be capable of moral Obligation—And not when 
e he comes of Age, becauſe the Promiſe or Oath of one ratio- 
„ nal moral Agent, can never properly oblige another, if that 
„ other was not at all conſcious of, nor gave his Aſſent 85 


a K => „„ „ «4 # ©y 


The whole Nature and Extent of the Obligation, in that Caſe, 
js unqueſtionably thi-—The Nobleman who takes the Oith, 
as perſonating the King, and who, during the Minority, is | 
„ veſted with the Regal Power, ſwears that he himſelf will, in 
* the Exerciſe of that Power, obſerve the Laws and protect the 
«« Subjets.—The Obligation of this Oath, which is made b 
** himſelf only, can extend only to himſelf, and it laſts only 1 
long as he continues veſted with the regal Power: But when 
the Royal Infant comes of Age, and aſſumes the Power into 
his own Hands, he muſt perſonally take the Oath, or ſome 
« Way or other ſignify his folemn Aſſent to it, in order to his 
being laid under any real Obligation by it. And then 
„ adly, Theſe Caſes alſo widely differ from that of the bap- 
« tized Infant, becauſe in both of them there are ſeveral im- 
« portant Services and Actions to be done (which muſt be per- 
% formed by ſome one) whilſt the Minority continues In the 
« firſt, there are Suits and Services in the Lord's Court, and 
«© Quit-Rents to be paid. In the other, there are Acts of regal 
% Power to be continually exerted for the due Government of 
the People, even whilſt the Infancy remains. Theſe, , there- 
fore, being indiſpenſably neceſſary to be done, and the Infant 
„being utterly incapable of doing them; hence ariſes a Ne- 
0 ceſſity of ſome Perſons undertaking to diſcharge theſe Offices | © 
« for him, and to act in the Infant's Stead Hut is there any) ! 
« Thing like this in the Caſe of baptized Infants ? Is there any | «© 
© Service or Homage, any Faith or Vows which God expe&s | < 
« from them while their Infancy laſts ? You know there is not. tl 
«« If God then expects no ſuch Services from the Infants, why | 
*© are Sponſors called forth, to pretend to perform them for him? 60 
{© and this, when the Pretence is in every View ridiculous, * <« 
Auſe, 
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grounded and intereſting Charge exhibited in the 
" Whitehall Evening Poſt, Sept. 17, 1747. But 
1 this 


* cauſe, in Things of Religion, tis utterly abſurd for one Man 
to pretend to promiſe, to repent, to believe in the Name of 
„another 

In his Examination of theſe two Caſes, it is both well argued, 
and poſitively affirmed, by the Diſſenting Gentleman, that, thro” 
the Incapacity of his Knowledge and Conſent, no Infant can 
make or be laid under any real Obligation by a Covenant made 
in his Name and Stead by another — And this his own very 
plain and ſound Doctrine concludes with the following Appeal 
to Mr White, vis. — One principal Deſign of the Baptifm of 
Ja Child you own is, that ſome Security be given, ſome ſolemn 
„ Stipulation be made before the Church for its religious Educa- 
<<. tion. Who then, I pray, ſo proper to give this Security, as 
the Perſon to whom its Education is committed ? Whom ſhould 
* the Church bring under the Engagement of a ſolemn Vow or 
Covenant for this Purpoſe ? Strangers, who perhaps never ſaw 
* the Child; or who, when the Ceremony is paſt, will never ſee 
« it more l or the Parents, in whoſe Family it is to grow up, un- 
der whoſe Eye it is to be formed? See zd and laſt Letter, 

27, 28. . 

3 Thus we have it from this Diſſenting Gentleman's own Con- 
feſſion, and the Doctrine which immediately goes before and fol- 
lows his Appeal to Mr Vhite, viz. That in the Matter of In- 


fant Baptiſm, one principal Deſign (which none who have affirm'd 


have ever yet attempted to prove, p. 19 Rem. iii.) is ſome Secu- 
rity, ſome ſolemn Stipulation given to, and made before the Church, 


by the Sureties (whether Parents or Strangers) for its religious Edu- 


cation: But in which Security and ſolemn Stipulation is not 
the Principal, nor can the baptized Infant be, in any poſſible 


Senſe, a contracting or obliged Party. 
But, alas, this fair and ſtrong —_— is all forgot, where it 
0 


became leſs convenient to remember it, for in p. 32 this ſame 
Diſſenting Gentleman is found reminding Mr Vite, that the 


Age is critical and diſcerning for the Honour of the Chriſtian 


„Name; therefore, the Dignity of Chriſtian Biſhops, all 
Claims, not clearly founded in Scripture or Reaſon, and all Of- 
„ fices and Rites, ' not evidently ſupported by them, 'ſhould at 


« leaſt be filently dropt.“ And then in his own Name, nay in 


the very ſame Breath, proceeds this unhappy Man: 8) 

« The only Rite after Baptiſm, (i. e of an Infant) which I 
find either inſtituted or practiſed by Chrif and his Apoſtles, to 
. make a public Recognition of our baptiſmal Engagements 1 

F cf the 


«3 9 bu 
* - b — 1 * — — 
- = vV - 8 7 — 8 
— . = 


"oh = * 4 * 4 * 
X g 
= -— — r — — 2 | nd <4 _ — — - = 
we r CCC * | . 
YE es - — - > -— S — 5H, 5 1 4 "3" a 
o — * 2 - _ = * - = 
a 3 * 8 2 ' : ” ” AY " * 
* * 3 = Pr 20 — 
0 £4 — 


RT Ru — 9 


9 
—— 


N . 


— — 
-— DASH 


2 3. 
rr 
- © 


. — - 
So 
As 

war Sv YI + 


K. 


— * — * . 
—— — 9 = 
VY 7 
N — * — * we) 
1% 2 R% *. = ”Y 1 —— #0 . 3 . 
a - 7 9 > 5 * 
-—_ . + — x 
& - — — o * 1 - * * _ 


— s #3" 9 
” — * ii 
— 2 


8 
* * 


* 


3 
© 


R 
45 20 


[ 70 ] 


this ſilent Contempt of what is due to his own 


Honour, no leſs than to the Majeſty and Sim- - 


plicity 


* the Face of a Chriſtian Congregation, is the celebrating the 
«© Lord's Supper: By this Chriſtian: are openly to profeſs them- 
«« ſelves the Subjects and Followers of Jeſus Chriſt, to recognize 
% their baptiſmal Covenant, & c.“ i. e. according to the preced- 
ing and avowed Doctrine of this ſame Diſſenting Gentleman, not 
more than three Pages before — baptized Infants, when of Age, 
are, by the Uſe of our Lord's Supper, to renew Engagements 
which they never made, to repeat what was never done, and to 
recognize their baptiſnial Covenant, into which the Incapacity of 
their former Knowledge aud Conſent would not ſuffer them to 
enter. - EC: —_ 

If, as he tells Mr V hite, this Diſſenting Gentleman has really 
found the Lord's Supper to be the only Rite which Chriſ and his 
Apoſtles have inſtituted for this Purpoſe—he mult be capable and 
obliged, as he is hereby once more ſolemnly called upon, to publiſh 
his Diſcovery, and no jonger to encourage (by his too obſtinate Si- 
lence) the uvgenerous Saſdicion that he has — thit—he is una- 
ble or aſham'd to tell where ! otherwi/e—this public and repeated 
Alana. the-ſame Ends and Uſes of one poſitive Rite of the 
Chriſtian Religion, for which the Son and Wiſdom of God has, 
in his Goſpel, diſtincthy enacted another may oblige us to think, 
or provoke ſome to ſay (in the Words of this Diſſenting Gentle- 
man to Mr hite, on the Account of Sureties and their Anſwers) 
his Buſineſs of celebrating the Lord's Supper, as the only Rite 
inſtituted and practiſed by Chriſt and his A poſtles, for a Recog - 
nition of, &c.—*< is ſtill cover d with extremely dark and impe- 
<* netrable Clouds, which, till ſome new Light ſhall ariſe, one 


«© may venture to prophecy will never be diſpelled. It turns the 
« Ceremony of your Baptiſm into little elſe than a ſolemn Trifle, 


% and furniſhes, to Unbelievers, Matter of everlaſting Inſult, 
Contempt, and Ridicule,''—3d and laſt Letter, p. 30. 

May the better Knowledge and Deſcretion of avowed Chriſ- 
tians, ſeaſonably correct this manifeſt Abuſe, and the kind Provi- 


dence of Heaven effectually prevent this unmerited Reflection, 


from contracting the Influence of the moſt wiſe and ſalutary Inſti- 
tution of Religion that has ever appeared in this, or in any Age, 
whether the u or the leaſt critical and diſcerning. 

May the Time come ſpeedily, and never be gone! when the 
New Teſtament of Jeſus Chriſt ſhall be, in the Profeſſion and Prac- 


tice of every Chriſtian, his perfect, ſufficient, and only Rule of 
Faith, Worſhip, and Obedience! | 8 
When the moſt obvious and profitable Inſtructions of the Goſ- 


pel 
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plicity of the Chriſtian Religion, is indeed a ſad 
Specimen of what a diſſenting Gentleman may 
be capable to write, and meekly to bear. 


1 ſhall be no more tortured, by the Pride or Covetouſneſs, the 

gnorance or Wickedneſs of its Profeſſors — to ſpeak the Senſe of 

every Party, and in the jarring Language of each contending 
Chriſtian ! 

When the Defenders and Propagators of the beſt Cauſe ſhall 
acquit themſelves, on eve Side, as worthy Adyocates ! — En- 
uiring and arguing on the weighty Subjects of our common 

hriſtianity— not for the baſe Intereſts or Credit of any Party, 
but for their own better and mutual Information ! Not prompted 
by a Thirſt of Victory, but by their ſupreme Reverence and Love 
of Truth! Not with the borrow'd Addreſs, and unfelt Zeal of 
a Lawyer, but with that generous Simplicity, and well-temper'd 
Ardour which becomes a Chriſtian ! By ſuch Prudence, which 
neither begins nor ends in Guile — but flows from an honeſt 
Charity, and ſeeks the beſt Means and Occaſions of executing 
the calm Dictates of Reaſon, and the abſolute Demands of Con- 
{cience ! | 

When Chriſtians, of each Denomination, ſhall contend for no 
other Faith than was once delivered from the Mouths of the in- 
ſpired Apoſtles and Evangeliſts, the Saints their immediate 
Converts, and afterward com and recorded in the New 
Teſtament, by theſe inſpired, and only authoritative Miniſters of 
our Religion — for the ſufficient and ſtanding Inſtruction, Im- 
provement, and Happineſs of all ſucceeding Chriſtians, to the 
End of the World ! 

When they ſhall all contend for this only true Faith, with the 
only Spirit which genuine Chriſtianity can inſpire — in the 
Words of 'Truth (z. e. Sincerity) and Soberneſs! with a calm, 
meek, and benevolent Diſpoſition — endeavouring no leſs to re- 
ceive, than to give Inſtruction, and mutually to eſtabliſh and im- 
prove our Minds in the pure and uſeful Faith of the Goſpel. 

Who is a wiſe Man and endued with Knowledge amongſt you? 
Let him ſhew, out of à good Converſation, his Warks wvith Meck- 
neſs of Wiſdom. But if ye hawe bitter Ervying and Strife in your 
Hearts, glory not, and lie not againſt the Truth. This Wiſdom de- 
ſcendeth not from above, but is earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh, For 
where Envying and Strife is, there is Confuſion and every evil 
Work. But the Wiſdom that is from above, is firft pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be entreated, full of Mercy and good 
Fruits, without Partiality, and without Hypocriſy. And the 
Fruit of Righteouſneſs is ſown in Peace, of them that make Peace. 


James ju. 13, 18. 
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